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OSCE Meets To Discuss Mission to Chechnya 


AU1201130395 Paris AFP in English 1221 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


[Report by Wolfgang Schweitzer] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Vienna, Jan 12 (AFP)}—-The 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
met Thursday [12 January] to discuss plans to send a 
mission to Chechnya after Washington dealt its harshest 
condemnation yet over Moscow's handling of the crisis. 


The U.S. comments Wednesday—charging Moscow 
broke its own commitments as an OSCE member with its 
bloody assault in the breakaway republic—was not likely 
to be the last. Both the U.S. and France said their 
representatives would speak out at the OSCE permanent 
council meeting Thursday. 


The organization has been pressing to send a fact-finding 
mission into the Caucasus republic—to which OSCE 
special envoy Istvan Gyarmati said Russia finally agreed 
in talks in Moscow Tuesday. Gyarmati was sent by 
current OSCE chairman Laszlo Kovacs, the Hungarian 
foreign minister. 


The OSCE—which is trying to define its role in the 
post-Cold War era—does not dispute Moscow’s territo- 
rial integrity in the crisis. 


But member states have pressured to do something in 
Chechnya after Moscow's military drive into the seces- 
sionist territory left dozens of civilian casualties and 
triggered a huge refugee flight. 


Gyarmati, who will deliver a report Thursday on his 
talks with Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
said an OSCE mission should propose specific ways in 
which the organization could help resolve the Chechen 
crisis. 

But a western diplomatic source said it was not certain 
that Thursday’s meeting would actually make any “con- 
crete decision” on this subject. 


Gyarmati said that Kozyrev had conceded that “this 
conflict can no longer be considered exclusively as an 
internal Russian affair given the human rights viola- 
tions” that have been perpetrated in Chechnya. [passage 
omitted] 


The French ambassador to the OSCE, Bernard Miyet, 
was also to make a statement in the name of the 
European Union, in which France currently holds the 
rotating presidency. [passage omitted] 


Decides To Send Mission to Chechnya 
AU1201135195 Paris AFP in English 1321 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Vienna, Jan 12 (AFP)}—The 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe is 
to send a mission to the breakaway Russian republic of 
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Chechnya to try to resolve the conflict there, the organ- 
isation’s standing committee announced here Thursday 
[12 January]. 


Russia has agreed with the mission and said it will 
cooperate with the OSCE to allow it to play an “active 
part” in achieving “long-term stabilisation” in the 
region, the committee said in a statement. 


EU Announces ‘New Diplomatic Intervention’ for 
Chechnya 


AU1201153895 Paris AFP in English 1457 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 12 (AFP)}—The 
European Union leadership on Thursday [12 January] 
announced a new diplomatic intervention in Moscow to 
protest continuing Russian offensive operations in 
Chechnya. 


Foreign Minister Alain Juppe of France, the current 
president of the European Union, said at a press confer- 
ence that the move would be made Thursday afternoon 
or Friday. 


It will involve the ambassadors of France as well as 
Germany, the immediate past president of the European 
Union, and Spain, the next president. 


“The new demarche will protest the fact that Russia’s 
promises to seek a negotiated solution have so far been 
without result,’ Juppe said. 


He said Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev had 
told him over the phone on Tuesday that a declared 
cease-fire would last. ““However, we can see that the 
fighting is continuing and the dialogue has not begun.” 


A proposed freeze on an EU-Russian economic partner- 
ship will be discussed in the first meeting of EU foreign 
ministers under French presidency that will take place in 
Brus. ‘ls on January 23 and 24, he said. 


Juppe said that “Chechnya is in Russia, but human 
rights must not be violated and there is a disproportion 
between the aims and the methods.” 


UN Official Discusses Iraqi Disarmament 
BR1201154895 Paris LE MONDE in French 12 Jan 95 
p2 


[Report on interview with Sweden's Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
UN Special Committee on the disarmament of Iraq, by 
Afsane Bassir Pour in New York on 10 January: “Head of 
UN Committee Wants To ‘Encourage Baghdad™’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] New York (United Nations)}— 
From a strictly legal point of view, the partial lifting of 
the oil embargo on Baghdad is now down to just one 
man, Swedish diplomat Rolf Ekeus who heads the UN 
Special Committee on the disarmament of Iraq. 
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Resolution 687, imposing the cease-fire after the Gulf 
war, only conditions this on Iraq’s agreement to dis- 
arming in the long term. Insofar as the International 
Atomic Energy Agency has already completed the dis- 
mantling of the Iraqi nuclear program, a report by Mr. 
Ekeus noting Baghdad's full cooperation with his com- 
mittee should bring Iraq back onto the oil market. 


Mr. Ekeus said in an interview with LE MONDE on 
Tuesday 10 January: “My work is almost done. My 
mission is drawing to its inevitable conclusion and 
nobody can influence us.” He said that Iraq no longer 
has any weapons of mass destruction: “I can now say 
that Baghdad is no longer capable of terrorizing its 
neighbors or of threatening long-range missile strikes 
and chemical or biological attacks. However, Iraq 1s still 
lying and concealing information, in particular with 
respect to former programs regarding chemical and bio- 
logical weapons.” 


He added that as long as this continues to be the case, the 
Committee cannot declare itself satisfied. In his last 
written report published on 15 December, Mr. Ekeus 
said that intelligence relating to Baghdad's programs 
between 1988—at the end of the war with Iran—and 
199 1—when the Gulf war broke out—is still incomplete. 


When the long-term program for the supervision of Iraqi 
weaponry was set up in October, Mr. Ekeus had men- 
tioned a trial period of six months to test it out. On the 
issue of whether, at the end of this period, Mr. Ekeus will 
be capable of presenting a definitive report laying the 
way open for the lifting of the embargo, the diplomat 
could only give a rather ambiguous answer: He said that 
the committee he chairs is not subject to “any” pressure 
from the influential members of the Security Council, 
but added: “That will depend on Baghdad's attitude. If it 
resorts to further military gesturing, as it did in October 


FBIS-WEU-95-009 
13 January 1995 


(when troops amassed on the Kuwaiti border), then the 
committee could not suggest a lifting of sanctions.” 
Good diplomat that he is, he was nevertheless keen to 
point out that if the Council asked him for his opinion on 
the stance to be taken, he would come out in favor of a 
formal statement by the Council expressing its pleasure 
at Baghdad's cooperation with the Special Committee 
and encouraging it to make further progress. 


Risk of ‘Desperate Gestures’ 

Mr. Ekeus expressed his concern that “if the Counc! 
continues to ignore Iraq’s cooperation on the issue of 
disarmament, there will be further desperate gestures by 
the Iraqi Government. Baghdad should be encouraged.” 
The Swedish diplomat’s proposal backs up that made by 
France, Russia, and China which runs counter to the 
wishes of the United States and, to a lesser degree, Great 
Britain. Washington, which has chosen not to interpret 
the terms of the cease-fire from a legal point of view but 
which has instead always understood them politically, 
states that the Iraqi Government cannot be trusted and 
that sanctions cannot be eased. 


On Tuesday [10 January], Madeleine Albright, U.S. 
ambassador to the Unted Nations, presented a list of 
Kuwaiti hardware that she claimed Iraq had stolen, 
backing up her claim with satellite photographs. The 
hardware comprises almost 9,000 pieces of military 
equipment and an additional 6,000 pieces of civilian 
hardware that, she said, Baghdad “used for offensive 
purposes at the end of October. That does not reassure us 
of Baghdad's intentions.” However, Washington's posi- 
tion is becoming increasingly untenable. A senior UN 
diplomat explained: “If Baghdad continues to cooperate 
with the Special Committee, I do not see how Wash- 
ington could carry on in the face of Security Council 
pressure.” 
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French, German Foreign Ministers View 
Integration 

AU1201201995 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 12 Jan 95 p 2 


[Article by German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel and 
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe: “Germany and 
France Will Continue To Be Engines of European Inte- 
gration”™] 

[FBIS Translated Text] After Germany, which held the 
presidency of the European Union between July and 
December 1994. France assumed this office on | Jan- 
uary for the next six months. The timetable for European 
policies accorded this responsible task to our two coun- 
tries in succession during a difficult phase characterized 
by important domestic decisions, but also by challenges 
that can only be overcome in close cooperation between 
Germany and France. 


While questions are being raised in our two countries 
about the future of European unification work, Bonn 
and Paris are viewing their successive presiden~ies as an 
opportunity. Based on over 30 years of joint experience 
in European cooperation, our two countries have 
decided to coordinate the shaping of their presidencies 
as closely as possible and involve Spain and Italy, who 
will assume the presidency after them, in their efforts to 
ensure coherence and continuity. 


We have no intention to force a board of managers on 
Europe. What is important however, is that, in view of 
the major challenges that can only be solved over the 
medium term, we jointly set the correct priorities for our 
countries and pursue them for a longer period. All the 
partners know that Germany's and France's joint will- 
ingness to act and overcome differences of opinion are 
the basis for any kind of progress in Europe. 


The following five priorities have been set for our 
presidencies: 


——Improvement of the conditions for economic growth 
and more employment, and ensuring Europe’s inter- 
national competitiveness; 


—Europe’s stabilization by establishing closer ties with 
the new democracies in Central and Eastern Europe 
and a deeper partnership between the European 
Union and the Mediterranean countries; 


—Strengthening the internal security of the European 
Union, 


—Preserving Europe's cultural identity; 


—Preparing the deepening of the European Union 
- ithin the framework of the 1996 government confer- 
ence. 


Economic Growth and Employment 


The European economy is growing again. This trend 
must be consolidated by increasing convergence in eco- 
nomic and financial policies. At the same time, we must 
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make the national economies of our countries and 
Europe more competitive, to be able to create new jobs 
in spite of stronger global competition. At the meeting of 
the European Council in Essen, discussions focused 
mainly on the modernization of the economy and the 
creation of new jobs. Under the French presidency, these 
efforts will also be accorded top priority. A magic 
formula or panacea does not exist, but clear support by 
all member states for a number of goals, regulations, and 
procedures—the limitation of the deficit, reduction of 
debts, exchange rate stability, productivity increase by 
using new technologies, more flexibility in the sphere of 
work and training—will contribute to increasing the 
dynamism of our national economies. Only with perse- 
verance and strength will we stand a chance of getting to 
the root of unemployment and combating it. 


The decision by the European Council in Essen to create 
new trans-European networks for transportation, energy, 
and information is particularly important in this respect. 
Fourteen of these projects can be tackled within a short 
time and contribute to building an infrastructure for the 
Europe of tomorrow. It is not unimportant that two of 
the high-speed train links that the European Council is 
planning will shorten the distance between the conurba- 
tion centers of our countnes and bring our citizens closer 
to each other. It will be France's task to ensure, in the 
first few weeks of its presidency. that the implementa- 
tion of the first projects is commenced. 


The continued work concerning economic and monetary 
union will contribute to new economic dynamism. The 
efforts by our two countries must be aimed at jointly 
leading the introduction of the third stage which, in 
economic and political terms, will represent a decisive 
step forward for Europe's solidarity. 


Peace and Security 


Security and peace in our countries and the whole 
European Union are indivisibly linked with develop- 
ments in Central and Eastern Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean. As early as at this point, 10 Central and East 
European countries that have freed themselves from 
totalitarian regimes want to join the European Union. 
For Germany and France there is no doubt concerning 
the reaction to this desire: It is important to recognize 
that these states belong to the European family from 
which they were separated too long, to strengthen their 
reform process and increase their security. 


Thus, Germany and France convinced their partners in 
the European Union that it is useful to pursue an 
open-minded and positive policy that leads to a real 
reunification of our whole continent. Germany has sup- 
ported the initiative by the French prime minister for a 
stability pact in Europe from the beginning and achieved 
progress here during its presidency. Under the French 
presidency, the final conference will be heid. Thus, the 
expansion of the European Union will have a stronger 
stabilizing effect in the East. The European Union will 
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naturally have to make the financial contribution that is 
required for the success of this project. 


In the area of securnty, an initial and very significant 
signal was sent approximately one year ago when we 
offered associate status in the Western European Union 
[WEU] to countries in Central and Eastern Europe 
during a joint visit to Warsaw. This Franco-German 
initiative met with a very positive response in the 
European Union and the affected countries. We can state 
with satisfaction today that these states, who see them- 
selves more as partners, are sitting daily at one table to 
discuss Europe's security. 


Establishing closer ties with the Central and Eastern 
European economies requires more time. Thus, it ts all 
the more important to act vigorously. Some may have 
expected Germany and France to quarrel over that, and 
the know-it-alls were looking forward to the upcoming 
dispute. However, the truth 1s that the two countries 
spoke with one voice, based on the joint conviction that 
eastward expansion is desirable and even a particularly 
significant goal for the European Union, and that it 
presents a real opportunity in economic terms. But this 
requires careful preparation and must be systematically 
pursued. 


The foundations of the common strategy determined by 
the two governments at the Franco-German summit in 
Muehlhausen and adopted by the European Union in 
Corfu became even more clearer, in close coordination 
between Paris and Bonn, during the German presidency. 
The Essen summit provided the necessary framework 
and guidelines for the future: Introduction of a struc- 
tured dialogue that makes it possible to bring the repre- 
sentatives of countries that want to join the European 
Union closer to European considerations in the most 
important areas; harmonization of the legal rules on the 
basis of a white paper: and proposals on agricultural 
problems. Thus, six states who were invited to attend the 
Essen summit established a dialogue with us. France 
supports the continuation of this process and will draw 
up a balance sheet on the progress that has been achieved 
at the meeting of the European Council in Cannes. 


For obvious geopolitical, economic, cultural, and demo- 
graphic reasons, the stability of the Mediterranean is also 
of direct significance for the European Union. The 
European Union must be as open to the concerns of the 
southern countries as it is to those of its neighbors in the 
East. The Mediterranean belongs not only to our imme- 
diate neighborhood. Europe has some of its roots there 
and its culture is influenced by this region. The breeding 
ground for crises in this region must be quashed before 
the crises erup’. in this respect, the establishment of 
relations on the basis of true partnership with the coun- 
tries in the Mediterranean region is indispensable and 
must be accorded priority by the European Union. 


Significant steps for deepening the partnership with the 
Mediterranean countries were also taken under the 
German presidency: Acceleration of negotiations with 
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the Maghreb states, participation at the economic con- 
ference in Casablanca and at the Essen summit, adoption 
of a concept based on a proposal by the commission for 
a comprehensive European-Mediterranean partnership, 
which includes significant promises concerning trade 
policies and financial aspects. In addition, the European 
Union that is more committed to the peace process in 
the Middle East than any other power will organize a 
conference between the European Union and the 
southern Mediterranean countries in the second half of 
1995 under Spanish chairmanship, which will be pre- 
pared under French chairmanship. 


Internal Security 


The often used picture of European unification as the 
foundation of a stable and just peace in Europe pales for 
individual citizens if they no longer feel safe in view of 
offenses carried out by an increasingly international 
organized crime. There is an enormous need for action 
here, even though cooperation in the legal and domestic 
sphere affects sensitive areas of the countries’ sover- 
eignty. People want European unification, they want a 
European area without any border controls. For this 
reason, the Schengen agreement will enter into force on 
26 March. The agreement on external borders will also 
have to be concluded soon. We believe that the Europol 
convention, which should enable the European countries 
to fight jointly against drugs and organized crime, the 
scourges of our time, should be implemented soon—on 
30 June 1995 at the latest, as was agreed in Essen. 


Europe's Cultural Identity 


In spite of its openness to the world, Europe does not 
want to perish as a center of cultural creativity. In this 
area, too, it must ensure its survival and must remain 
able to act—also with regard to the new communications 
technology that assumes increasing significance day by 
day in the lives of the states. The new technology is also 
of great economic importance and represents to an 
increasing extent a growth potential for permanent and 
future- oriented employment. Thus, France and Ger- 
many are carefully preparing the summit on the infor- 
mation society which is scheduled to take place in 
Brussels in February. At the same time, we are thinking 
about what can be done to preserve the variety of 
languages that are part of Europe's wealth. 


Further Development of the European Union 


The European Union is one of the most important 
foundations of the new security system in Europe. It can 
only fulfill this task if the ability of its institutions to 
make decisions is preserved and strengthened. Germany 
and France want a union that 1s able to act politically. At 
the same time they support its gradual expansion. 
Bearing these goals in mind, the two countries have 
already, in close coordination, started preparing the 
1996 government conference. 


France and Germany know that the fact that there 1s no 
alternative to Franco-German cooperation applies to an 
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even greater extent to the 1996 conference and its 
organization. It is to be welcomed that both sides are 
aware of the differences in their starting positions. What 
iS important is that, building on their words, they are 
willing to jointly create institutions that increase the 
strength of the European Union and enable it to success- 
fuily master the great challenges of our time. 


There are numerous examples in the 40-year-old history 
of European unification where Bonn and Paris reached a 
common position, in spite of different starting positions, 
because of their firm political desire to achieve progress 
to Europe’s advantage. This will again be the case in 
1996. 


Mentioning these few priority issues does not render a 
true picture of the diversity and intensity of the process 
of coordination between our two countries that has now 
become something natural and a matter of course. The 
joint initiative for a cooperation structure in the sphere 
of defense as the core of an armament agency that would 
be open to all WEU members, joint demarches by our 
envoys in Poland, Romania, Macedonia, Cyprus, or in 
Turkey, or the introduction of joint considerations by 
our ambassadors in the most important political 
regions—all these are different examples of the same 
policy, based on the same conviction: France and Ger- 
many must, and will continue to be, the engines of the 
European integration process. 


UK’s Hurd Warns of Franco-German ‘Dominance’ 
of EU 


AU1201183195 Paris AFP in English 1810 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Jan 12 (AFP)—Bnitish 
Foreign Minister Douglas Hurd on Thursday [12 Jan- 
uary] warned against the dominance of the Franco- 
German axis in the Eurnpean Union, saying all member 
states had to piay a pazi_n the evolution of the European 
Union. 
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He made the comments while warning against a “mas- 
sive constitutional upheaval” at the 1996 inter- 
governmental conference, saying “tears were shed” fol- 
lowing the 1991 Maastricht Treaty, which had been 
“overwhelmingly” influenced by Paris and Bonn. 


“I am no critic of the Franco-German partnership. It has 
played, and plays, a central role in almost 50 years of 
peace in Western Europe,” he said, speaking at the 
French Institute of International Relations (IFRI). 


“But the development of ideas in Europe cannot be 
confined to two states, however important. I am glad 
that this time there is a much greater exchange and 
cross-fertilization, a process in which Britain is taking a 
vigorous part.” 


He said France and Germany had taken the lead in the 
direction of the Union in the run-up to Maastricht, and 
that this should not be repeated in the run-up to 1996 
conference on Europe, which will be the follow-up to 
Maastricht. 


“During a... period before the Maastricht negotiations 
the agenda was overwhelmingly set by the views of the 
French and German governments,” he told the assem- 
bled ambassadors and business leaders. 


He said that debate had not been widespread enough, or 
influenced enough by all partners. “I think Maastricht 
suffered... and tears were shed as a result,” he said, 
referring to the various political and economic compli- 
cations which have resulted from the Treaty. 


Welcoming the so-called Reflection Group of the 15 
member states which has already begun preparing for the 
1996 conference, he cautioned against too extensive a 
revision of the terms of the treaty. 


“We do not believe that it is either necessary or desirable 
to undertake a massive constitutional upheaval in 
1996,” he said. 


“It is true that the Treaty of Maastricht was maligned 
and misunderstood in both our countnes. But we can 
now see that it established an architecture for Europe 
which, if, and it is still an if, it can be made to function 
property, would suit us both well.” 
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Mock Discusses Health, Coalition, Neutrality 


AU1201122495 Vienna WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE in 
German 12 Jan 95 pp 21-22 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Alois Mock by Elisa- 
beth Horvath; place and date not given: “I Voted 
Against Busek’”] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Horvath] At the Austrian 
People’s Party’s [OeVP] Epiphany meeting last week, 
OeVP Chairman Erhard Busek said that you are in a 
position to remain foreign minister even though vou are 
restricted by your illness. What is your comment? 


[Mock] The party chairman has told me for the ump- 
teenth time that he wants me to be foreign minister for as 
long as | want. These discussions will turn up again and 
again, as has happened in the past—as when I had to 
have surgery for a slipped disc. Of course, there are signs 
that | am under strain. But that is it. 


[Horvath] The Upper Austrian Parkinson's self-help 
group has chosen you as their “Man of the Year.” Are 
you suffering from Parkinson's disease? 


[Mock] No, I am not suffering from Parkinson's. I have 
discussed this subject with other people before; for 
instance the fact that I am often very lively—to put it 
positively. Others say he does not control that suffi- 
ciently. Experts tell me that I should live somewhat more 
sensibly and things like that. I have left it at that. 


[Horvath] Why do you not publish a medical bulletin to 
stop these rumors? 


[Mock] I did that in 1992, when I showed the party 
chairman the outcome of regular check-ups. When he 
had read it he told me that for him the matter was 
settled. But still, the issue is being brought up all the 
time; that is politics. 


[Horvath] So, you are not suffering from any illness, but 
from strain, as you call it? 


[Mock] Yes. There are, of course, some people who claim 
the opposite. | will never be able to get rid of that I will, 
however, slow down. The slipped disc has had the worst 
effect on me. 


[Horvath] Busek has said again that you will be foreign 
minister as long as you want to. How long do you want to 
remain in office? 


[Mock] For me, the most important thing happened on 
12 June, when 66.5 percent of the Austrian people voted 
for EU membership. I always said, whatever happens 
afterward will not irritate me. Anything happening now 
is still interesting and important, but I have had the 
opportunity to participate in something that I have 
valued very much. But still, there have been a few things 
that ennoyed me, such as the late ratification [of the EU 
agreement]. No other country has shown such a superb 
image of self-confidence, and then its politics behaved in 
such a stupid way. [passage omitted] 
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[Horvath] There are rumors that you, too, met Freedom 
Party of Austria [FPOe] Chairman Joerg Haider recently 
to discuss the model of “supporting an OeVP minority 
government with special ministers.” 


[Mock] Let me tell you the truth. The foreign minister 
has to try maintaining an atmosphere of talks with all 
parties. I have been talking to all the opposition parties 
since 1987. In such talks we discuss foreign policy and 
other topics. We talked politics, and that model was one 
of the things we discussed. 


[Horvath] What is your opinion on such a government? 


[Mock] That is not realistic at the moment. I have always 
been against isolating the FPOe, including Joerg Haider. 
But that does not mean that I am praising his policy, the 
way he approaches things. The toughness, the demagogy 
are really problematic. But I will not let anyone be 
downgraded because he takes a tough stand against the 
government. Unfortunately, he has a right to do that. He 
makes fullest use of the opportunities an opposition 
party has. What I did was probably a mistake. I was too 


obliging. [passage omitted] 


[Horvath] Ho-v long do you think the new grand coali- 
tion will last? 


[Mock] Among other things, this will depend on the 
personal climate of discussions between Chancellor 
Vranitzky and Vice Chancellor Busek. The two gen- 
tlemen have an opportunity now, with Vranitzky as head 
of the government certainly having greater responsibility 
than the vice chancellor. But | think it will work. 


[passage omitted] 


[Horvath] The new OeVP party program, which is to be 
adopted in April, includes the abolition of neutrality and 
Austria’s full membership in the Western European 
Union [WEU]. 


[Mock] At the moment, Austna has observer status in 
the WEU. They have specific programs. We will have to 
take action now. And Austrian security requires that we 
work toward full membership in the WEU and NATO in 
the long term. 


[Horvath] Thus abandoning neutrality. 


[Mock] That question will have to be answered then. In 
Article 11 of its statute, the WEU allows for gradual 
adaptation. I do not think that we will be allowed to 
make use of that. I also think that in 10 or 20 years’ time 
this will no longer be necessary. But it is possible. 


[passage omitted] 


‘Does Not Rule Out’ Economic Sanctions 


AU1201133095 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 12 
Jan 95 p 4 


[“‘e.m."’-initialed report: “Mock: Sanctions Against 
Moscow Possible”’] 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 

















FBIS-WEUL-95-009 
13 January 1995 


[FBIS Translated Text] Austrian Foreign Minister Mock 
does not rule out Austria’s participation in Western 
economic sanctions against Russia in connection with 
the Chechnya conflict. “Austria might join in a step- 
by-step procedure,” Mock said in a news conference in 
Vienna on Wednesday [11 January}. 


The foreign minister also pointed out that in the 
Chechnya conflict Austria has already taken official 
steps: Peter Hohenfellner, political director in the For- 
eign Ministry, has expressed his regret about “the loss of 
huma.. lives and the violation of human rights” to 
Russian ambassador Valeriy Popov in Vienna. 


Mock noted that Austria was hoping for a solution that 
does justice to the Russian Constitution and the princi- 
ples of the OSCE. Mock welcomed the OSCE’s readiness 
to intervene in the Chechnya conflict. Austria will raise 
the issue of Chechnya at the OSCE meeting on Thursday. 
However, for the time being, Austria will not formally 
initiate the OSCE urgency mechanism. 


OeVP’s Proell Criticizes SPOe's Coalition Behavior 


AU1201171395 Vienna NEWS i: ‘erman 12 Jan 95 
pp 14-15 


[Interview with Erwin Proell, governor of Lower Austria 
and deputy chairman of the Oe VP, by Josef Galley: place 
and date not given: “If the SPOe Is Lost as a Coalition 
Partner, the OeVP Could Govern on Its Own"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Galley] How would you sum- 
marize the results of the Ephiphany meeting of the 
Austrian People’s Party [OeVP]? 


[Proell] We admitted mistakes. Cooperation between the 
federal government and the provinces must be organized 
in a new way. However, the main thing is the way the 
government works. It must be possible for a partner to 
think that a decision is unacceptable and say: “No, I will 
not support that.” A specific example: The decision 
about Marizzi [SPOe decision to appoint Central Secre- 
tary Marizzi to a high EU Audit Office post, which fell 
through]. This was not a “new-style coalition” but an 
“ancient-style coalition.” The coalition played into 
Haider's hands day after day. 


[Galley] Does this also mean a comeback of the coali- 
tion-free area? 


[Proell] The door to that was opened by the socialists, 
who provoked a discussion about the president and 
thereby tried to form a traffic-light coalition with the 
Greens and the Liberal Forum. I do not take this amiss. 
But it cannot be a one-way street. The OeVP must now 
take full advantage of its leeway, in all its nuances. For 


AUSTRIA 7 


the OeVP this means that families with more than one 
child must not be left in the lurch. I am struggling for this 
clear position in family policy. This is a basic pillar of 
our concept. 


[Galley] Will the OeVP split up if the government group 
agrees to the abolition of graduated allowances for fam- 
ilies with several children? 

[Proell] After the Epiph: 1y meeting I do not see any 
prospects of a split. If you had asked me a day before the 
meeting, I could not have ruled it out. Now it is impor- 
tant to make it clear that a basic position of the OeVP is 
set down, from which it cannot deviate. 


[Galley] And what happens if the coalition breaks up 
because of that? 


[Proell] It will certainly not break up because of the 
OeVP line. The Social Democratic Party of Austria 
[SPOe] is the problem: There has never been such a weak 
chancellor, not even Fred Sinowatz in his worst period. 
The SPOe now must say whether it wants to bear 
responsibility for the government or whether it does not. 
I think that the socialists are not far away frorn the latter. 


[Galley] Realistically, there remains only a small coali- 
tion for the OeVP.... 


[Proell] Alternatives are manifold: If a government 
partner gets losi, one must ask whether one cannot 
jovern without him. This must be seriously consid- 
ered—when the time comes. 


{Galley} Is it possible to rehabilitate the party and stay in 
government all at the same time? 


{Proell}j Those who have been thought dead live longer. 
We have often managed to pull ourselves up by the boot 
strings, which no one expected us to do. But it is 
impossible for one to give oneself up to a coalition 
partner for better or worse because of a false need for 
support. I add: In my view, Joerg Haider is absolutely 
not a coalition partner at the moment. I would regret 
everything that might lead to pushing the OeVP into the 
hands of the FPOe because of the SPOe’s behavior. 


[Galley] When did your secret meeting with Haider take 
place? 


[Proell] I can tell you precisely. First of all, it was not 
secret, second, it took place on 29 November 1993, 
during a lunch at the Korso restaurant. Busek [OeVP 
Chairman} knew about it. Since then, there have been no 
contacts with Haider or any other federal leaders of the 
FPOe—there are regular talks at the provincial level. 
However, I would not object to talking with Mr. Haider. 
I am a tilower of the principle: You don't have to marry 
every pretty girl you look at. 
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om To Protect Fighters Over Bosnia 
rounded’ 


154201174495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
Cowdish 1651 GMT 12 Jan 95 


{By Charlies Miller, Defence Correspondent, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Technical problems have 
grounded a secret new decoy system to protect RAF 
[Royal Air Force} fighters from missile attacks over 
Bosnia, it emerged today. 


Despite the fawr-month cease-fire now in place, there 
remains a !o”-"¢-m threat from Russian-designed SA-2 
and SA-6 surface to air missile systems. Separate attacks 
were launched ‘i: \’ovember on a pair of Royal Navy Sea 
Hartier jump-sis 2nd 2 pair of RAF Tornado F3 
fighters. 


According to Jane's Defence Weekly, the second of the 
Tornados narrowly escaped damage from an SA-6 mis- 
sile that had homed in on the chaff of the lead Tornado. 


RAF chiets decided to rush into se: -ice GEC-Marconi's 
Towed Radar Decoy system. The highly sophisticated 
equipment is the first system of its type in the world. The 
array of jammers and other defensive equipment is 
towed behind the aircraft in flight. It has been fitted 
successfully to the RAF’s fleet of Nimrod maritime 
patrol aircraft. But Jane's said that technical problems 
integrating the system into the smaller Tornado airframe 
had blocked the plans. The RAF refused to comment. 


Troops To Be Withdrawn From Belfast Streets 


LD1301093195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
Exglish 0848 GMT 13 Jan 94 


[By lan Graham, PRESS ASSOCIATION News] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] The withdrawal of troops from 
the streets of Belfast at the weekend is not a concession 
to the IRA but a benefit of peace, Northern Ireland 
political affairs minister Michael Ancram said today. 


The minister said that it was important for people to see 
tangible evidence of peace. 


“We have had peace essentially since August 31. This 
has been very much noticeable within Northern Ireland 
and very much welcomed, and it has allowed the security 
force presence to be reduced.” 


But he insisted that nothing that had been done could 
not b~ reversed if the situation changed. 


“What is important 1s that people can now see the value 
of peace tangibly and I hope that is going to work, to 
make sure peace continues.” 


Speaking on BBC Radio Ulster, he said removing the 
troops was a “recognition of peace” ard followed an 
assessment that soldiers during the daytime were not 
necessary at this time in support of the police. 


He said it was a recognition of the situation on the 
ground, a recognition of changing situations. It followed 
other measures which had been taken since the IRA 
ceasefire—the reduction of patrolling in other areas of 
the province, the reopening of border roads, the ending 
of the broadcasting ban and the lifting of exclusion 
orders on Sinn Fein leaders which banned them from 
entering mainland Britain. 


Security RUC [Royal Uister Constabulary] chief con- 
stable Sir Hugh Annesley said last night that if and when 
the situation presented itself, he would like to see a 
withdrawal of military patrols at night as well. 
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Kinkel Calls on Croatia To Extend UN Troop 
Mandate 


LD1201165995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1603 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has called on the 
Croatian Government to extend the mandate of the UN 
troops in Croatia. In the view of the German Govern- 
ment, plans by the Zagreb government to terminate the 
mandate are “absolutely wrong,” Kinkel said in Bonn 
today after meeting his Croatian counterpart Mate 
Granic. A withdrawal of the Blue Helmets could easily 
lead to renewed hostilities. 


Granic stressed that no military action to reintegrate the 
areas held by the Serbiar minority into the Croatian 
state is planned. His country is striving for a peaceful 
solution, he said. According to Granic, Croatian State 
President Franjo Tudjman is planning to announce a 
decision regarding an extension of the UN mandate 
probably before the end of today. 


‘Concerned’ About Future Flare-Up 


AU 1301103295 Munich ARD Television Network in 
German 2135 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[Interview with German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
in Bonn by Ulrich Wickert in Hamburg—live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Wickert] Why is Croatia’s deci- 
sion to terminate the UN mandate absolutely wrong? 


[Kinkel] Because I think that it is night, and continues to 
be right, for the 10,000 UN troops to remain in Croatia 
in this most complex and difficult situation. Of course, i! 
is Croatia's decision whether they want to extend the UN 
mandate. But I have iold Croatia's foreign minister quite 
clearly today that the Federal Government considers Mr. 
Tudjman’s decision to be wrong. | am concerned that 
fighting might flare up again, and in this J fully agree 
with our partners and friends. During the talk with the 
Croatian foreign minister I telephoned U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. He shares my opinion. I toid 
the Croatian foreign minister that | am warning Croatia 
against this decision. But things have obviously turned 
out differently. 


[Wickert] What is the background? What did the foreign 
minister tell you about that? 


[Kinkel] Well, Tudjman and the Croatian Government 
are, of course, under considerable pressure at home. 
There is no doubt that they are very disappointed—and 
so arm I—that the United Nations has not been in a 
position to keep its promises. But this does not justify 
the dec’sion they have made now. The Croats have also 
sent envoys to our friends and partners in France and 
Britain, trying to justify this decision. The decision has 
not been welcomed anywhere. We are the ones who have 
given them particular support so far, which we will, of 
course, continue to do. But let me repeat: | understand 


GERMANY 9 


that there is a lot of ill feeling in Croatia, because 
Milosevic, the Serbs, still have not recognized Croatia’s 
international borders. I understand that the economic 
agreement has to be put into effect now. But | cannot 
understand the decision taken today. I would like to state 
that very clearly. 


[Wickert] It is no coincidence that the Croatian foreign 
minister came to see you. After all, Germany and you 
have a special influence on Croatia. How did you try to 
exert pressure? 


[Kinkel] I did not try to exert any pressure, but I stated 
the facts calmly. 


[Wickert] Well, let me put it differently. How did you try 
to convince him not to do ii? 


[Kinkei] I told him that we have succeeded in including 
Croatia in the European [word indistinct] program, 
moving Croatia closer to the European Union, so to 
speak. We have seen an absolutely posi ve development 
lately. Croatia has accepted the Coniact Group's inter- 
national peace plan. Now Croatia is in 2 situation where 
the United Nations, Butrus-Gihal:. the United States, 
Britain, France, and Germany say that this decision is 
wrong. They can, of course, make that decision; and they 
will now have to live with it. | am concerned that there 
might be military clashes and bad developments. Per- 
haps I am wrong, and maybe our partners and friends are 
also wrong, but I think that the decision taken .. -‘ay ts 
wrong. 


[Wickert] Will the Bundeswehr help, if the blue helmets 
have to ve withdrawn from Croatia? 


[Kinkel] No. If Croatia says it no longer wants any UN 
troops in the UNPA [UN Protected Areas] areas—the 
territories whe.e the Serbs have sovereignty, so to 
speak—it will not be possible fur -he Bundeswehr to help 
there in any way. 


[Wickert] I meant helping with the withdrawal, pro- 
tecting the blue helmets. 


{[Kinkel] That is not an issue at the moment. I cannot see 
any problems there, either. It might be the case, but it 
will be deci: ed at a later stage. And by the way, there are 
still a couple of months to go until then. But in my view 
the psychological signal that this decision gives to the 
world is not good for Croatia. 


[Wickert] Thank you Mr. Kinkel. 


RSA’s Mbeki Praises Support in Ending 
Apartheid 

LD1201172495 Berlin DDP/ADN .n German 1453 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—Thabo 
Mbeki, Republic of South Africa [RSA] first executive 
deputy president, has emphasized the German support 
in overcoming apartheid and its results in his country. 
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The Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment has announced that Mbeki, in an exchange of views 
with Carl-Dieter Spranger, economic cooperation and 
development minister, in Bonn today, stressed that the 
Federal Republic was for South Africa a “reliable part- 
ner.” The “trusting development cooperation” was a 
guarantor that the reform policy could be continued 
successfully in South Africa. 


In the conversation, which was also attended by CSU 
[Christian Social Union] regicial group leader Michael 
Glos, Spranger assured Mbeki of German support in 
putting into practice the Pretoria government’s recon- 
struction and development program. Since 1992 
German bilateral promises within the technical cooper- 
ation framework have amounted to about 48 million 
German marks [DM]. A “clear increase” in bilateral 
cooperation to around DM75 million is planned for this 
year, it was said. 


This is a clear signal in favor of the reform and peace 
process in South Africa, Spranger emphasized. Through 
its development cooperation with South Africa the Fed- 
eral Republic is making an essential contribution toward 
overcoming the problems that arose as a result of the 
former apartheid policy and the international economic 
sanctions. 


Also today, Mbeki met !' abor and Social Affairs Minister 
Noivert Bluem for talks. At the end of his political talks 
in Bonn the South African first executive deputy presi- 
dent will meet SPD [Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many] leader Rudolf Scharping tomorrow morning. 


‘Sign of Progress’ Seen in U.S.-Japanese Trade 


AU1201160495 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 12 Jan 95 p 19 


[Peter De Thier commentary: “A U.S. Apple for the 
Japanese”’] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Things seem to be improving 
slowly. Last October, the two economic superpowers, ‘he 
United States and Japan, agreed on measures to open up 
their insurance markets and permit greater access to 
public tenders in, telecommunications. The Japanese 
have been able to buy U.S. apples since a few days ago. 
And now they have agreed to one more development: At 
last, U.S. investment enterprises can finally administer 
Japanese pension funds. The only thing missing from the 
list of agreements is automobiles. 


It is no coincidence that partial agreements are usually 
concluded as a prelude to bigger political events. Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Murayama is in the midst of polit- 
ical turmoil. In Washington, bets have been placed that 
his coalition will collapse during his visit. That is not 
what the Americans want, because the rapidly agreed- 
upon trade deal would then become a tool of political 
expediency. 
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What is significant is that there is no sign of an accord on 
autos. Japan involves almost 60 percent of the U.S. 
budget deficit, and the auto industry is responsible for 40 
percent of this deficit. Analysts are already talking about 
an “institutional deficit” that will make it impossible to 
reduce the deficit below a certain threshold. Although 
talks are meant to be continued over the next few weeks, 
the fronts are, by and large, frozen. The slightly 
improved sales figures recorded by the three largest U.S. 
manufacturers in Japan are not much consolation. 


The Americans have abandoned their original demand 
for numerical targets for export and market participa- 
tion, but even so they want a “tangible increase” in the 
number of Japanese dealers of American cars, and 
Japan’s car manufacturers are also supposed to submit 
voluntary plans on how many foreign spare parts they 
wish to buy. Apart from that, the rules on servicing and 
repair work are to be relaxed. The United States views 
the current rules as a Japanese attempt to close the 
automc vile market to foreigners. 


The agreement to liberalize financial markets is certainly 
a sign of progress. Even six months ago, no one believed 
such a degree of free movement would come about. Not 
even Clinton wants the trade dispute to deflect attention 
from the nuclear controversy with North Korea, a dis- 
pute in which Japan is playing a key role. However, the 
trade dispute is still simmering; after all, Washington 
reserves the right to apply the “Super 301” punitive 
sanctions. No path omits the automobile industry. 


Peso Crisis Shows Danger of Rapid Mon, Influx 


AU1201214995 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 12 san 95 p 2 


{Commentary by Klaus Engelen: ““Tequila Effect’ in All 
of Latin America”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At the beginning of the week, 
Mexico’s financial crisis also resulted in massive falls in 
prices on other important Latin American stock markets. 
The up-and-coming investment markets in the region 
such as Argentina, Brazil, or Chile, the praises of which 
were being sung by analysts and fund managers only 
yesterday, have fallen into disrepute. Investors—both 
foreign and domestic—want to limit their damage by 
getting out of the “emerging markets.” 


This provides confirmation of the following experience: 
Today, a confidence shock such as that triggered by the 
collapse of the peso can be limited to a “crisis country” 
to a lesser extent than has been the case until now. In a 
reference to the Mexicans’ national drink, the shock that 
has been felt throughout Latin America as a result of the 
peso debacle has already acquired a name: the “Tequila 
Effect.” . 


A further lesson can ve drown from the financial crisis 
that is continuing to rock Mexico: The free markets 
tend—consider Europe’s currency tuniult within the 
EMS—toward excessive movements in one direction or 
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another. If politicians relax their hold on things, the 
market adjustments in a world in which there are enor- 
mous movements of capital for speculation purposes can 
be mercilessly brutal. 


Thus, the emerging markets of Latin America and other 
regions of the world such as Asia run the risk of being 
sucked up into a whirlpool entailing the flight of consid- 
erable sums of capital after a period of enormous capital 
inflows. That is because following risks like Mexico, the 
big investment finds from the United States and Great 
Britain that are particularly active on young capital 
markets will probably go through their investments and 
probably dispose of significant holdings in shares and 
bonds with no further ado. In the end, they have to 
shouider the lion’s share of the $10 billion in losses that 
peso securities have cost foreign investors. 


Thus, it is no coincidence that the father of the “Argen- 
tinian economic miracle,” Domingo Cavallo, the eco- 
nomic and finance minister, should be visiting New 
York at the present time. Against the background of the 
peso crisis and like the Chileans and Brazilians, the 
Argentinians are making a great effort to keep hold of 
foreign investors. 


As Cavallo told Wall Street, Argentina does not have a 
short-term dollar debt problem like Mexico. His country 
would cope with foreign capital even if the influx was 
much lower. Nevertheless, the Buenos Aires stock 
exchange is still on a downward course. 


Smart Chileans too are making an effort to see to it that 
their “particularly favorable” international debt position 
compared to that of Mexico receives an appropriate 
degree of attention. According to Ernst-Moritz Lipp, the 
Dresdner Bank executive responsible for Latin America, 
the Chileans have shown how one should deal with an 
excessively great influx of capital from abroad—capital 
that can also be quickly withdrawn. With temporary 
reductions in interest rates as well as the introduction of 
cash deposits for capital from abroad, the Chileans have 
ensured that they can limit the risk of excessive depen- 
dence on short-term foreign capital. 


GERMANY 11 


Peter West, the chief economist at the WestLB Bank 
subsidiary West Merchant, is probably right with the 
conclusion that he has drawn: “The lesson that is to be 
drawn from the Mexico crisis is that it is doubtful 
whether the private sector too can, with impunity, 
finance serious shortages of capital generated through 
saving with short-term influxes of capital while disre- 
garding high balance of trade deficits.” 


Commentary Sees ‘Irrational’ Factors in Peso 
Crisis 

AU1201205295 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 12 Jan 95 p 9 


{““J.J’’-signed commentary: “Tequila Blues” 


[FBIS Translated Text] The ongoing currency crisis in 
Mexico and the dramatic fall in prices on Latin Amer- 
ican stock exchanges reveal the great extent to which 
financial markets determine events in a free world 
economy and become a yardstick for economic policy. 
The causes are not a conspiracy on the part of sinister 
Capitalists, but a great number of assessments concerning 
interest rates, exchange rates, and confidence that come 
together in the marketplace. Irrational elements also 
come into this process of forming economic opinion. In 
the case of Latin America, reason says that today most 
countries in the subcontinent are in a better position 
than they were 10 years ago and are on the right track 
even if they still have a long way to go to solve all their 
problems. Of course, reason also says that as interest 
rates have risen in America, money can be invested there 
with less of a risk. The feeling that previously tended 
toward excessive euphoria with respect to investing 
money in Latin America has now led to concern that is 
just as excessive. Tequila blues is the result. It is possible 
that the Mexican peso, which was rated highly for too 
long, is now undervalued and that the Latin American 
stock market crash has been too great. That is how the 
pendulum swings on the markets. All that the Latin 
Americans can do now is to convince the markets that 
their problems can be solved and that they deserve to 
have confidence placed in them. 
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Juppe Concerned Over Chechen War, No 
Dialogue 

LD1201235895 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 2300 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The European Union has con- 
demned the Russian intervention in Chechnya, namely 
the violation of human rights and the non-observance of 
the cease-fire. This is what Foreign Minister Alan Juppe 
had to say on the matter: 


[Begin Juppe recording] Chechnya is located in Russia, 
so the principle of a state’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty must obviously be taken into account. How- 
ever, this does not mean that the principles of humani- 
tarian international law and of the OSCE can be vio- 
lated. This is why we have expressed our strong concern 
over, for one thing, human rights violations, which are 
numerous and are being denounced in Russia itself; over 
the very high number of refugees forced out of their 
homes as a result of the fighting—the figures speak of 
hundreds of thousands; and also, of course, and first and 
foremost, our concern over the very high number of 
deaths. The ratio between the methods used and the goal 
sought seems to us disproportionate. 


Fresh demarches will be undertaken within the next few 
hours by the European Union troika vis-a-vis Russia to 
protest against the fact that the assurances given us are at 
odds with the facts. 1 myself have had a lengthy tele- 
phone conversation with Mr. Kozyrev. If my informa- 
tion is correct, the fighting continues and dialogue has 
not began. I note this with concern. [end recording} 


Government Eases Hardline Algeria Policy 


AU1301092795 Paris AFP in English 0106 GMT 
13 Jan 95 


[By Erwan Jourand] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Jan 13 (AFP)—France, 
Algeria’s main backer, has made a small gesture towards 
the opponents of the military-led government who have 
been meeting this week in Rome. 


At the risk of offending the authorities in Algiers, Paris 
said it viewed “with interest” the Rome gathering, which 
was Thursday [12 January] drafting a statement urging 
concerted international action to end Algeria’s civil war. 


France has been regularly accused by the Islamic funda- 
mentalists fighting the Algerian government of sup- 
porting their enemies, to whom it has given economic 
aid while declaring an official policy of non-interference 
in Algeria’s affairs. 


But the policy was given a knock by last month’s 
hijacking of an Air France airliner at Algiers airport, 
whose authorities were considered by the French to have 
been insufficiently cooperative in resolving the crisis. 
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French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, who has clashed 
several times with Interior Minister Charles Pasqua over 
the level of support to be given to the government of 
Liamine Zeroual, welcomed Tuesday the fact that ihe 
Rome talks had brought together democratic and funda- 
mentalist opposition groups. 


They could revive discussion and pave the way towards 
new elections, Juppe said. 


French diplomatic sources said Paris wanted to see the 
Algerian government, which has dismissed the Rome 
talks as “outside interference”, engage in a real dialogue 
with its opponents, provided the latter “leave their 
Kalashnikovs in the cloakroom”’, as Juppe put it. 


The Rome conference opened on Sunday under the 
sponsorship of the Catholic Sant’Egidio community, 
which was instrumental in ending Mozambique’s civil 
war. 


It coincided with the third anniversary of the cancella- 
tion by the Algerian government of the second round of 
general elections that the fundamentalist Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised to win, sparking the conflict 
which has led to the deaths of thousands. 


“What is happening in Rome is a small beginning,” a 
French diplomat commented Thursday. “It 1s interesting 
in that people came face to face with each other, and for 
once virtually all the opposition was there.” 


The diplomat added, however, that it remained to be 
seen whether the results of the conference would endure. 
Meanwhile, France would continue to seek aid for 
Algeria from the International Monetary Fund “‘to avoid 
chaos”. 


Rome conference spokesman Abdennour Ali Yahya wel- 
comed Juppe’s comments, as did FIS representative 
Anouar Haddam, who said he was “very happy” to hear 
such good news from a French minister. 


But Haddam also accused France of military involve- 
ment in Algeria and criticised Pasqua’s sympathy for the 
Zeroual government. 


The FIS has stepped up its overtures to France over 
recent months, and while French policy is still officially 
to have nothing to do with the fundamentalists, uncon- 
firmed reports have said that contacts between the two 
sides have taken place. 


Chirac: ‘France for All’ Presidency 


LD1301094895 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0800 GMT 13 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A candidate campaigning: This 
morning’s event was Jacques Chirac’s presence on 
Franc2 Inter. You may have heard him. From 0740 
[0640 GMT] this morning the mayor of Paris answered 
questions from journalists of the newsdesk, and, snap- 
ping his fingers at the likely candidature of Edouard 
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Balladur, he reiterated his determination to fight his 
campaign right to the end. Pascal Misrahi: 


{Misrahi] To begin with Jacques Chirac said that one has 
to get away from the suspense surrounding Edouard 
Balladur’s candidature, which, he said, is rather trans- 
parent. In the opinion of the mayor of Paris, the prime 
minister is a candidate—that is a fact—and as for 
{Interior Minister] Charles Pasqua, he supports and will 
continue to support Edouard Balladur’s candidature. 
Jacques Chirac added that as far as he is concerned, there 
are also members of the government who support him 
[Chirac], citing [Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe and [Cul- 
ture Minister] Jacques Toubon in particular, and also 
Philippe Seguin, speaker of the National Assembly. 


However, throughout this interview the former prime 
minister pleaded for a return to social cohesion. In 
Jacques Chirac’s view today there are two plans for 
France: mine, he says, which I call France for All—it lays 
stress on social and national cohesion, reform, and the 
vital forces of the nation, it is clear and it has a certain 
originality, and then there is that of Edouard Balladur— 
nothing gets started. For my part, he adds, I refuse to 
leave things the way they are. The reforms which have 
yet to be carried out, he concludes, are much more 
important than those which have been carried out so far. 
Finally, Jacques Chirac announced that if he is elected 
president of the republic he will not dissolve the 
National Assembly. 


General Janvier To Succeed UN’s de Lapresle 


BR1201135795 Paris LE MONDE in French 11 Jan 95 
p 35 


{Unattributed report: “General Janvier To Replace Gen- 
eral de Lapresle at the Head of UNPROFOR”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations has 
accepted France’s request that General Bertrand de 
Lapresle be replaced at the head of UNPROFOR [UN 
Protection Force] by General Bernard Janvier by the end 
of February. General Bertrand de Lapresle assumed 
UNPROFOR responsibility mid-March 1994 for a one 
year-term. At present, UNPROFOR has about 39,500 
Blue Helmets deployed in former Yugoslavia, including 
4,600 French troops. 


General Bertrand de Layresle is on top of the list of 
favorite candidates to succeed Commander in Chief 
Jacques Lanxade when he is to retire in September. 


Lamassoure Outlines Views on Defense 


BR1201150695 Paris LES ECHOS in French 11 Jan 95 
ps 


[Unattributed report: “amassoure Explains His Views 
on Defense’’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Before the Institute for 
Advanced National Defense Studies yesterday, Alain 
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Lamassoure [delegate minister for European affairs] 
tried to make up for the lack of a joint foreign policy by 
proposing a security pattern for Europe. This pattern 
incorporates three elements. The first one could be “a 
fundamental European assurance.”” A permament gen- 
eral secretariat with its own budget and an identity 
derived from that of the Western European Union could 
be set up in this context. The second element would be a 
“U.S. reinsurance.” The threats which give the Atlantic 
alliance a leading role would then have to be taken into 
account. The last element would be a “security organi- 
zation between Europe and its major partners.” This 
revealing model is put forward by the European affairs 
minister. It also shows, however, that the government 
has assigned Alain Lamassoure the task of putting forth 
new proposals. 


Commentator Fears Crisis May Compromise EU 


BR1201135995 Paris LES ECHOS in French 11 Jan 95 
p2 


{Commentary by Favilla: “Europe”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nobody can now say what will 
become of the European Union [EU]. The Maastricht 
Treaty aimed to consolidate it, defining the contents and 
the prospective container. However, the more time goes 
by, the more the qualitative leap that needs to be taken 
creates differences of opinion between Germany and 
France in particular. These differences are compro- 
mising the join integration project which had, so far, 
been shared by all. This is due to a whole range of 
reasons, the importance of which cannot easily be ranked 
but which, when added together, cast a shadow over the 
future, where the murky cloud now characteristic of 
France’s intentions clearly plays a major role. 


It must be said that even if over the past 40 years they 
have given up the share of sovereignty——something that 
has committed them at the outset to de facto federalism, 
and meant that they are following in the footsteps of the 
founding fathers of the Treaty of Rome—the old Euro- 
pean nations still have the hardest part left to do: Create 
a single currency and institutions serving as a common 
“government.” Even the most convinced Euro-optimists 
agree that we will need much more pragmatism and a lot 
more time than originally planned. It is true that as far as 
managing complex situations go (while within a complex 
situation) it is impossible to imagine a tougher puzzle. 
Political union defies all logic that men and peoples have 
used throughout their entire history. It cannot be built up 
without mutual confidence—but this confidence must be 
given to something that has not yet existed, and about 
which nobody has any idea of what it will really be and 
really lead to. 


Distance and doubt are manifest on the French side, 
which is distancing itself from the integration process 
that had been its very own, and from the penchant for an 
“intergovernmental” system, a sort of a la carte “Europe 
of the homelands,” thus opposing the German proposals 
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for a hard core that foreshaduw a Europe built on the 
federal model. The gap has become worrying. We still 
have to hope—with the recovery helping things along, 
and once the [French] presidential election is over—that 
the conditions for a dialogue between Paris and Bonn 
will once again be such as to find a compromise. The 
current crisis between the two capitals has put the 
opposition between two political traditions back in the 
saddle: The tradition of the centralized nation-state, 
jealous of its prerogatives and suspicious of any interme- 
diate body; and the tradition of the federal state which 
functions on the basis of the principle of subsidiarity, in 
which the German federal states and the intermediate 
bodies (such as the social partners) are sovereign in 
exercising the rights that they have not delegated to the 
central government. 


As one of the driving forces behind the EEC and the EU, 
France has so far implicitly admitted and recognized the 
federal functioning of these bodies. While it may be 
tending to backpedal today, it is obvious that the stakes 
of sovereignty are becoming more crucial. However, this 
is no less true for our partner and its attachment to the 
mark. Can we not see in this the effect of the fear 
syndrome which periodically seizes our country when 
faced with the major changes it has to make? In 1981 
France’s conservatism led it to believe that it could 
remove itself from the elimination of borders and from 
modernism. Would it not be doing it a bad disservice to 
once again seek today to flatter its propensity to back 
into the future? 


Comments on Kohl-Balladur Relations 
95P20364A 


{FBIS Media Note] German Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
one-day visit with Prime Minister Edouard Balladur in 
Chamonix on 5 January is officially termed a “private 
family-type visit,” wrote Lorraine Millot in the 5 Jan- 
uary Paris daily LIBERATION. While no immediate 
measures on European integration or on the “wavering” 


FBIS-WEU-95-009 
13 January 1995 


Franco-German relations are expected from the meeting, 
it is noteworthy that until now, Kohl's “private visits” 
were reserved for President Francois Mitterrand, she 
continued. Millot also quoted a specialist on Franco- 
German relations in Bonn as saying that “following 
[European Union (EU) Commission President] Jacques 
Deiors’ rejection of a presidential campaign, Kohl's tnp 
is a clear indication that Germany considers him the 
best-placed candidate in the French presidential elec- 
tions, but also the most agreable of all.’ Given their 
divergent views on European integration, Millot wrote, it 
could be said that Balladur is “the least disagreeable of 
all candidates,” whose “sense of prudence” is strong 
enough to make him attractive to Kohl and the only 
candidate on whom Kohl can still bet to perfect his 
project of a “true European union revolving around the 
Franco-German axis.” 


While an unidentified German diplomat is quoted by 
Millot as saying that “Germany has no candidate in this 
purely French affair” and Bonn carefully avoids having 
Balladur tagged as “Kohl's or Germany's candidate,” the 
German chancellor's insistence on demonstrating his 
“atfection” for the French prime minister stems from 
the fact their relations still “leave something to be 
desired.” The “coldness” of their first contacts does not 
necessarily imply a “durable incompatibility,” Méillot 
commented, and Kohl's visit is proof of his wish to 
establish a personal relationship with Balladur, which 
will be “very useful” during the concrete preparations 
preceding the 1996 intergovernmental conference on EU 
reform. In light of the upcoming French presidential 
elections, Millot continued, Paris and Bonn have agreed 
to eschew subjects such as EU reform, which demand a 
consensus more than electoral polemics. On the other 
hand, if Bonn’s calculations of Balladur’s chances are 
proved correct, a “chalet diplomacy” and the trusting 
relations Kohl hopes to establish with Balladur would be 
a definite asset in bringing closer the two countries’ 
points of view. 
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Cavaco: Greater Army Involvement in Defending 
Europe 

BR1201134695 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 11 Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by Eduardo Mascarenhas: “Praise of Army”} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The prime minister yesterday 
contacted some of the units of the Army’s “hard core,” 
whose mission also involves meeting the country’s 
external commitments. 


He did so during a lengthy visit to Entroncamento, 
Tancos, and Santa Margarida, where he observed aspects 
of the progress of the consolidation effort which the 
Army has been making. 


Cavaco Silva, who heard Army Chief of Staff General 
Cerqueira Rocha express concerns at the social, per- 
sonnel, and logistics levels connected with the plan's 
implementation, praised that branch of the Armed 
Forces and the Defense Ministry during the visit. 


He praised the Army because of the “good example of 
the shouldering of responsibilities” which took Portugal 
“from Armed Forces still highly influenced by the colo- 
nial war to modern Armed Forces.” He praised the 
Defense Ministry because, he said, it had the “‘courage to 
surmount inertia, overcome opposition, and carry out a 
major restructuring in the Armed Forces” over the past 
few years. 


These Armed Forces should be “able to meet the 
demands of our times, including those which come from 
abroad, whether from NATO, the Western European 
Union [WEU], or the Portuguese-speaking African coun- 
tries,” Cavaco Silva stressed. [passage omitted] 


Speaking to journalists at the Airborne Troops Corps 
School in Tancos, Cavaco Silva also said that Portugal 
intends to shoulder its “full responsibilities both in the 
WEU and in the sphere of NATO; organizations whose 
aim is to increase the security of Europe and also of our 
country. Portugal has therefore already expressed its 
readiness to take part more vigorously in the Mediterra- 
nean Force, but we will also send an observer to the 
Eurocorps and have contacts with the Netherlands and 
British amphibious forces,” he said. 


“This means in fact Portugal’s greater involvement in 
this collective mission of defending Europe and sum- 
moning the Armed Forces to a more active position in 
this new international framework of which we form 
part,” he added. 


“I believe that the Portuguese people realize that security 
concerns everybody and that just because we are here on 
the periphery we cannot stand aloof from what is hap- 
pening in Bosnia, the Mediterranean, or Chechnya,” he 
remarked. 


With respect to Angola, the prime minister emphasized 
that Portugal has already agreed to take part in the UN 
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forces which will help consolidate the peace process. He 
said that negotiations are taking place on the kind of 
forces which Portugal will send, but he believes that they 
should belong to the logistics and communications areas. 
[passage omitted] 


Cavaco: Prime Minister ‘Will Complete His Term’ 


BR1201145395 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 11 Jan 95 p 5 


[Report by Paula Sa: “I Haven't Made Any Decision”] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Yesterday the prime minister 
kept up the suspense about his political future. In Tan- 
tos, where he visited a number of military units, he said 
that he was “entitled to choose the right time” to 
announce whether or not he would stand again as a 
candidate for the job of PSD [Social Democratic Party] 
president. Questioned by a journalist, Cavaco Silva 
commented: “I think that your observation has to do 
with the fact that I have not yet made a decision as to 
whether or not to stand as a candidate for the presidency 
of the PSD.” 


Cavaco Silva emphasized that the question was “‘strictly 
a party matter” and that the decision whether or not to 
run for a party job is “a personal matter” which “each 
individual has to decide in his heart.” Refusing to make 
any further comment, the prime minister stressed that 
the time has still not yet come for party candidates to 
come forward. 


Cavaco extinguished any doubts there may have been 
about him leaving the government before finishing his 
term: “The Portuguese people can rest assured that the 
prime minister was appointed to carry out his four-year 
term. Certainly nothing else has occurred to him. He will 
complete his term.” 


Afterwards, Cavaco said, “there will be elections and the 
future is in God’s hands.”’ That was one more enigmatic 
sentence at a time when, within the PSD, the idea that 
Cavaco would once again be candidate for prime min- 
ister is gaining ground, both inside and outside the 
leadership. 


Poll Results Presented 
95P20365A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


Man of the Year 


The results of a poll to nominate the “man of the year” 
appeared in the 30 December Lisbon weekly O INDE- 
PENDENTE. The poll was conducted on behalf of the 
newspaper by the Catholic University among 1,369 
individuals in 15 districts on 10-11 December. The 
margin of error was 2.65 percent. President Mario 
Soares was the winner, gathering 30.2 percent of the 
vote. He was followed by Prime Minister Cavaco Silva 
with 19.2 percent, by Center Social Democratic (CDS) 
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party leader Manuel Monteiro with 17 percent, and by 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Durao Barroso with 8.5 
percent. Minister of Public Works Ferreira do Amaral 
followed with 5.5 percent, and Socialist Party (PS) leader 
Antonio Guterres received 5.2 percent. 


Popularity Polls 


The results of the same Catholic University poll on 
parties and politicians’ popularity appeared in the 23 
December O INDEPENDENTE. With 33.4 percent 
(down from 38 percent .n November), the PS was ahead 
of the governing Social Democratic Party (PSD), which 
received 29.3 percent (up from 28.5 percent in Novem- 
ber). The PSD was followed by the CDS with 9 percent 
(up from 7.3 percent in November) and the Communist 
Party (PCP), which received 7 percent (up from 6.3 
percent in November). The undecided vote rose to 19.7 
percent from its November [8.7 percent mark. 


Respondents were asked to indicate their favorite min- 
isters. Durao Barroso led the list, with a positive average 
of 11.6 percent, followed by Minister of Justice 
Laborinho Lucio with 12.9 percent, Ferreira do Amaral 
with 12.6 percent, Minister of Industry Mira Amaral 
with 4.9 percent, and Minister of Environment Teresa 
Patricia Gouveia with 2.4 percent. Other ministers 
received negative scores. 


The results of a poll on voting intentions appeared in the 
26 December Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. 
The poll, which was conducted by the DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS/TSF/Euroteste group between 14 and 20 
December among 487 individuals, had a margin of error 
of 4.4 percent. The PS received 45.7 percent, which 
according to a commentary by Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
put it very close to an absolute majority. The PSD 
followed with 38.5 percent. The PCP received 7.3 per- 
cent and the CDS 4.9 percent. 


In contrast to the relatively small gap between the PS and 
the PSD indicated by the DIARIO DE NOTICIAS poll, 
the results of an earlier VISAO/Marktest poll conducted 
between 27 October and 27 November among 1,417 
individuals 18 to 64, published in the 21 December 
Lisbon weekly VISAO, showed that with 29.7 percent, 
the PSD was far behind the PS, which scored 50.2 
percent. The CDS received 7.7 percent and the PCP 5.3 
percent. 


Presidential Preferences 


Almost half (44.5 percent) of respondents were unable or 
unwilling to name a preference for a successor to Presi- 
dent Soares in another VISAO/Marktest poll published 
in the 21 December VISAO and conducted among |! ,013 
individuals between 29 October and 27 November. 
Lisbon Mayor and PS luminary Jorge Sampaio ran 
almost neck-to-neck With former President Ramalho 
Eanes (13.5 percent and 13.2 percent respectively). 
Cavaco Silva followed with 6.6 percent, while Antonio 
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Guterres came last with 2.9 percent. Some 11.6 percent 
chose “others,” 7 percent answered “none.” 


The 23 December Catholic University poll also asked 
respondents about their presidential preferences. A 
number of candidates, including Sampaio, Eanes, PSD 
luminary Eurico de Melo, former CDS leader Diogo 
Freitas do Amaral, PCP leader Carlos Carvalhas, former 
Prime Minister Francisco Pinto Balsemao, Ferraz da 
Costa, head of the Portuguese Industry Confederation 
(CIP), and CDS luminary Adriano Moreira were pitted 
against each other in five different first-round scenarios. 
In the first second. round scenario, Sampaio, who gar- 
nered 49.2 percent, won over Eanes, who received 33.8 
percent, with an undecided vote of 17 percent. In 
another second-round scenario, Sampaio (48.9 percent) 
won over Cavaco Silva (37.6 percent), with the unde- 
cided vote standing at 13.5 percent. In the final second- 
round scenario, Cavaco Silva (43.2 percent) won over 
Eanes (40 percent), with an undecided vote of 16.8 
percent. 


Economy Viewed 


According to the Catholic University poll results, the 
public’s view of the economy is poor. Only 4.1 percent 
(down from 5.7 percent in November) thought that the 
economic situation is “good or very good,” while 36.9 
percent (down from 40.4 percent in November) said it is 
“reasonably good.” Some 59 percent (up from 53.9 
percent) thought it is “bad or very bad.” 


Cavaco Silva, Guterres Compared 


The Catholic University poll also asked respondents to 
rate Cavaco Silva and Guterres’ personal qualities. The 
prime minister was thought to be more “competent” 
than Guterres (31.8 percent versus 22.5 percent). He was 
also said to be more “intelligent,” (52.9 percent versus 
40.7 percent), more “efficient” (15.1 percent versus 12.9 
percent), and “firmer” (27.7 percent versus 14.2 per- 
cent). However, Guterres was found to be more “toler- 
ant,” (17.5 percent versus 9.9 percent) and more “sin- 
cere” (15.3 percent versus 12.9 percent). 


Cavaco’s Possible Withdrawal Elicits Comments 
95P20362A 


{[FBIS Media Note] 


Prime Minister Urged To Decide 


Commentator Manuel Villaverde Cabral, in an article 
titled “Something Rotten in the Kingdom of Cava- 
quistan,” has castigated Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva for not settling the question of whether he will soon 
resign and depart from the political scene. If the with- 
drawal question was contrived to prepare for the “force- 
ful return of a politician worn down by years of absolute 
power, lost opportunities, and an unmistakable smell of 
end-of-reign, the joke is in very poor taste,” Villaverde 
Cabral contended in his 26 December article in the 
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Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. According to 
Villaverde Cabral’s scenario, Cavaco Silva threatens to 
abandon ship—‘insinuating he has had enough of his 
Social Democratic Party (PSD)"—while potential suc- 
cessors affirm they are unavailable—in an attempt to 
find a can_idate for the prime ministership so he can run 
for the presidency and avoid defeat in the legisiative 
elections. This “farce” is partly due to the electoral 
timetable, which is unfavorable for Cavaco Silva and the 
PSD; the expected economic recovery may also come too 
late to help. Paradoxically, the Socialist Party’s (PS) 
proposal for early elections would not be “too bad” for 
the PSD. This would put off the presidentia! election, 
thus saving the day for the prime minister. Villaverde 
Cabral noted that Portugal cannot “wait forever” for the 
prime minister to solve his “existential doubts.” Presi- 
dent Mario Soares has the nght and the duty to demand 
that Cavaco Silva end the speculation by publicly 
announcing his intentions. If the prime minister decided 
to withdraw from political life, the president should 
dissolve the National Assembly and call for elections “as 
soon as possible,” Villaverde Cabral concluded. 


‘Cavacologists’ Mocked 


An article by Paulo Portas in the 23 December Lisbon 
weekly O INDEPENDENTE criticized the ongoing spec- 
ulation about the prime minister's intentions. Portas 
mocked “Cavacology” as an “imprecise science” intent 
on “deciphering what goes on in the prime minister's 
mind.” “Cavacologists,’ he continued, are divided 
among the “informed,"” who maintain that the 
“esteemed leader” is “genuinely tired” and wants out, 
and the “enlightened” who have concluded tha’ he is 
intent on attracting pity “all the better to disguise a 
terrible political and economic reality.” “Cavacologysts,- 
* he concluded, live in an “unreal” country called 
“Cavaquistan,” while normal people reside ir a place 
called Portugal, where well-defined problems begin with 
an economy “that does not produce,” centinue with a 
“disqualified political class,” and end with an “educa- 
tion that manufactures ignoramuses.” 


Country's Failure Is Cavaco Silva's ‘Tragedy’ 


Cavaco Silva's “tragedy” is that he has perceived the 
“impotence” of the state to transform society, wrote 
Vasco Pulido Valente in the 23 December O INDEPEN- 
DENTE. This would not trouble a “career politician,” 
but the prime minister obviously does not consider 
himself one. He believes that “fate charged him with 
regenerating the homeland” and offered him his absolute 
majorities as well as his “admirable” qualities. “Fate” 
has now betrayed the prime minister, Pulido Valente 
wrote. The economy is “vegetating,” Portuguese busi- 
ness is not “internationalizing,” and the promised large 
public works are forgotten. Portugal has failed to mod- 
ernize. This failure is at the root of the prime minister's 
reluctance to continue in politics, Pulido Valente con- 
tended. 
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Cavaco Silva Departure Disastrous for PSD 


According to an article in the 24 December Lisbon 
weekly EXPRESSO, Cavaco Silva’s departure would 
plunge the PSD into “one of its gravest crises ever.” The 
party would lose 15 to 20 percent of the votes that it 
currently receives. The centrist electorate that “‘oscil- 
lates” between the PSD and the PS has chosen to vote for 
Cavaco Silva, not for the PSD without him, the article 
contended. Cavaco Silva’s resigning the PSD leadership 
at the February party congress may lead to the fall of the 
government, as both the new leadership and President 
Soares may oppose its continuation. The same theme 
was repeated in an article in the 23 December Lisbon 
weekly S=MANARIO, which contended that with 
Cavaco Silva gon, the PSD’s electoral results would 
total approximately 27 percent to 33 percent, a far cry 
from the 50.4 percent the party won in the 1991 legisla- 
tive elections. 


Opinions Mixed on Cavaco Silva Intentions 


Popular confusion about the prime minister's future was 
apparent in the results of an EX PRESSO/Euroexpansao 
poll published in the 31 December EXPRESSO. Con- 
ducted between 27 and 29 December among 426 indi- 
viduals with a plus or minus 4.7 percent margin of error, 
the poll indicated that 37 percent (61 percent of PSD 
sympathizers) thought Cavaco Silva will attempt to 
achieve another absolute majority, while 25 percent (12 
percent of PSD voters) said he will abandon politics and 
23 percent (15 percent of PSD partisans) that he will run 
for president. The poll also asked respondents to express 
a preference for the next party leader. Minister of For- 
eign Affairs Durao Barroso headed the list with 17 
percent. He was followed by PSD luminary Eurico de 
Melo with 14 percent, Minister of Defense Fernando 
Nogueira with 12 percent, EU Commissioner Joao de 
Deus Pinheiro with 9 percent, Minister of Interior Dias 
Loureiro with 6 percent, Minister of Public Works 
Ferreira do Amaral with 5 percent, and former Minister 
of Finance Miguel Cadilhe with 4 percent. 


Comments on Possible Cavaco Silva Departure 
9SP20348A 


[FBIS Media Note] 


Departure Accepted by PSD 


An article in the 17 December Lisbon weekly SEMA- 
NARIO indicated that Social Democratic Party (PSD) 
officials have already accepted the idea that Prime 
Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva will leave politics. The 
article cited a cabinet source as maintaining that the 
prime minister's “good humor” in recent days is due to 
his belief that his future has been settled. Unnamed 
cabinet members were also quoted as saying that Cavaco 
Silva “has had many calls to return to academic life, 
notably from foreign universities,” and as pointing out 
that the prime minister had always said he would not 
“retire as a politician.” Cabinet sources, which believe 
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that Cavaco Silva's family played a role in his decision, 
commented that “this is the Delors effect”—European 
Union (EU) Commission President Jacques Delors 
rejected a presidential candidacy in France in part for 
family reasons. The article cited a “well-known” PSD 
official as saying that the prime minister will announce 
his decision before 19 January, the deadline for motions 
to be introduced at the PSD congress in February. 
Cavaco Silva has stated in the past that his obligation to 
head the government did not extend beyond 1995. His 
belief that an absolute majority will elude him in the next 
parliamentary elections is the motive behind a possible 
departure, the article continued. Another reason is that 
the economic recovery the prime minister had “prom- 
ised” has fated to materialize. 


Cavaco Silva To Hang on Until Elections 


An article in the 16 December Lisbon daily PUBLICO 
contended that Cavaco Silva “wants to leave” but will 
not leave the government before the end of the current 
legislative term. His intentions are being discussed at 
this time only because of the need to choose a new leader 
and prepare for the 1995 parliamentary elections. How- 
ever, the article continued, many question the usefulness 
of having an “old” and a “new” leader after the party 
congress, a situation that can lead to divergent political 
strategies. 


Reasons for Departure 


In his “Politics Portuguese-Style” column in the 17 
December Lisbon weekly EXPRESSO, Jose Antonio 
Saraiva sought a deeper reason for the prime minister's 
reported decision to quit politics. Although the stir 
created by the General Workshops for Aeronautic Mate- 
riel (OGMA) case—in which the Portuguese Govern- 
ment was found to have rebuilt two civilian helicopters 
for the Angolan Government—was in Saraiva’s view 
“ridiculous,” he contended the government was 
“shaken” and unable to “react with firmness.” More 
important was the widespread belief that the accusations 
against the government were right, Saraiva added. 
Cavaco Silva's problem is that his government's “state of 
grace” has ended. The prime minister's statements, 
which once deserved the public’s confidence and met 
with general approval, are no longer considered trust- 
worthy. Political scandals, formerly restricted to some of 
his ministers, now affect him directly as well as the entire 
government. “People no longer pay attention to what he 
says and believe what others say, even if unfair and 
demagogic,” Saraiva wrote, noting that in his view, this 
process is “irreversible.” With the change in public 
opinion, it would be best for the prime minister to leave 
the political scene, Saraiva concluded. 


Speculation on Cavaco Silva Intentions 


An article by political commentator Marcelo Rebelo de 
Sousa in the 19 December Lisbon daily PUBLICO 
reviewed the reasons that may lead the prime minister to 
resign—his wife's poor health, which has not improved, 
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family pressure, d_sillusionment with his party, 
mounting public criticism, delays in the expected eco- 
nomic recovery, and public opinion polls showing that 
“while nothing is lost for the PSD, its situation is more 
complicated than in 1990,” when Cavaco Silva achieved 
an impressive majority. Rumors are rife that Cavaco 
Silva ts ready to “throw in the towel,” Rebelo de Sousa 
noted. However, this could be “a monumental bluff.” 
The prime minister, Rebelo de Sousa wrote, has adopted 
a “wait-and-see™ attitude before coming to a final deci- 
sion. Cavaco Silva could rvach a decision at the party 
congress, giving himself a few weeks to ponder his future. 
Some PSD officials, such as state secretary for culture 
Pedro Santana Lopes, (who has since resigned), have 
indicated that the prime minister's departure was cer- 
tain, while others have maintained that his presence 
would be “desirable” and that he should quickly reach 
the decision to stay. 


Speculation on Cavaco Silva’s Succession 
95P20348B 


{[FBIS Media Note] 


Nogueira Leads Contenders 


An article in the 16 December Lisbon weekly O INDE- 
PENDENTE reported that speculation abounds in the 
Social Democratic Party (PSD) about an eventual suc- 
cessor to Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva, who is 
reportedly ready to leave the government. “Natural 
candidate” Fernando Nogueira, the minister of defense, 
has not clarified his position. Close aides are cited as 
saying Nogueira is “fatigued and not interested in the 
party leadership” but others maintain that he would not 
ignore party pressure to take over if Cavaco Silva's 
departure plunged the PSD into crisis. Another possible 
candidate, Minister of Foreign Affairs Durao Barroso, 
has reportedly confided to some party officials that he 
will not be a candidate to succeed Cavaco Silva, as he 
feels “he is not up to it” and believes the party needs a 
consensus candidate such as Nogueira. The names of 
former Minister of Finance Miguel Cadilhe and Azores 
regional President Joao Bosco Mota Amaral have also 
surfaced. 


According to the same article, Social Democratic Party 
(PSD) officials are not interested in a quick decision by 
Cavaco Silva on his reported intention to withdraw. In 
the opinion of these officials, the sooner Cavaco Silva 
states that he will not be a candidate in the next 
parliamentary elections, the more latitude President 
Mario Soares will have to ask for the government's 
resignation and to dissolve the National Assembly, with 
the argument that the country cannot withstand an 
interim government for the next 10 months. 


PSD Successors Viewed 


Given Cavaco Silva's “impenetrable” silence about his 
future plans, party officials harboring high ambitions 
have intensified initiatives and contacts, reported an 
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article in the 17 December Lisbon weekly EXPRE'SSO. 
Most who have met with the prime minister in recent 
weeks are inciined to believe he will leave the party in 
March and the government in October, the article con- 
tinued. While Nogueira, Durao Barroso, Minister of 
Interior Administration Dias Loureiro, and State Secre- 
tary of Culture Pedro Santana Lopes are frequently 
mentioned as possible party leaders, most party officials 
think that none can impose himself independently, with 
talk centering instead on a “negotiated solution” or even 
a “troika.”” Nogueira, the article reported, would like 
Cavaco Silva to run in the next parliamentary elections. 
Politically weakened by being implicated in the case of 
the Angolan helicopters’ repair in the General Work- 
shops for Aeronautic Materiel (OQGMA), he believes he 
would be “helpless” if Cavaco Silva leaves. However, 
Nogueira is ready to “fight” for the PSD leadership, even 
if he must negotiate with Durao Barroso and Santana 
Lopes. Of all “heirs-apparent,” Dias Loureiro has kept 
the most distance from the succession issue and ts “‘least 
informed” about developments in the party, according 
to the article. He thinks that Cavaco Silva wishes to leave 
and may involve himself in a solution to the party's 
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dilemma, the article commented. Durao Barroso has had 
long meetings with the prime minister and is also “con- 
vinced” he will withdraw. Believing it is “too soon” to 
think of his own candidacy, he wants to participate in the 
succession process, possibly as member of a “troika.” He 
remzins “equidistant” from all factions, even if he 
recently became closer to Nogueira, the article com- 
mented. Santana Lopes—who has meanwhile resigned 
his government position, according to the 22 Dece.nber 
Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS—has advocated a 
rapprochement with the conservative Social Democratic 
Center (CDS) party. According to the article, he knows 
he cannot aspire to the party leadership but is recruiting 
support to gain a “position of strength” in eventuai 
negotiations over the leadership. Although he projects a 
good image in the media, he is characterized as the “least 
credible” of the candidates. Also mentioned frequently 
are former Minister of Finance Miguel Cadilhe, PSD 
luminary Alvaro Barreto, and former European Parlia- 
ment deputy Cardoso e Cunha, but none would stand a 
chance unless the PSD leadership and the prime minis- 
tership were separated. 
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Polis Downplayed; GAL Affair Effect on Markets 


BR1201151095 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 12 Jan 95 
p 13 


[Report by Ana Romero: “Government Dissociates 
Political Crisis From Peseta’s Weakness”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—The government yes- 
terday dissociated the political crisis <aused by th 
reemergence of the Anti-Terrorist Liveration Groups 
(GAL) affair from the peseta’s weakness and the fall of 
the stock exchange. 


It is asserted from the Moncloa Palace that there is no 
cause and effect relationship between the political uncer- 
tainty prevailing in Spain over the past two weeks and 
the persistent messages sent by the international mar- 
kets. 


In the government's opinion, the causes of the economic 
setback of the past few days are “multiple” and are to be 
seen in “several” currencies of the European Monetary 
System, not just the peseta. 


It was perhaps Foreign Minister Javier Solana who spoke 
most clearly in this connection. 


Solana told the SER [Spanish Radio Broadcasting Com- 
pany] network yesterday that the money markets “are 
not awaiting” Judge Garzon’s decision, since, although 
this judge “may be important,” the markets are not 
governed by his actions. 


According to Solana, there are two factors which are 
affecting the markets. One of them is in fact linked to the 
political situation, but the second is linked to the reval- 
uation of the mark. against the dollar. 


In the same way, a spokesman played down from the 
Moncloa Palace the opinion polls published yesterday, 
according to which half of the Spanish people did not 
believe what Gonzalez said during his television appear- 
ance Monday. That day, the prime minister denied any 
connection with the GAL and announced that he will 
bring actions against those who refer to him as “Mr. X,” 
or the creator of the squads which killed 29 people 
between 1983 and 1987. 


According to Spokesperson’s Secretary General Miguel 
Gil, another opinion poll conducted by the SER network 
showed that three out of four Spanish people were 
convinced of Gonzalez’ innocence following his televi- 
sion appearance. 


“The polls are just the result of a sociological survey at a 
given moment,” Gil stated, emphasizing that the govern- 
ment is solely concerned right now with continuing 
seriously with an economic recovery which has now 


begun. 


“No kind of conclusion must be drawn from them other 
than the different sociological responses which they 
represent,” he added. 
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Gil also played down the international impact of the 
latest of the Socialist government's scandals, saying that 
the foreign newspapers are confining themselves to 
reflecting what they pick up from the Spanish media. 


Another television appearance by Gonzalez, who is 
taking part in a Spanish Socialist Workers Party rally in 
Valencia tomorrow, together with Generalitat [autono- 
mous government} Premier Joan Lerma, is not deemed 
necessary at the Moncloa Palace. 


Socialists Support Gonzalez Unies- Economy 
Worsens 

BR1201154195 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 12 Jan 95 
pis 


[Report by Luis R. Aizpeolea: “Gonzalez Will Only Call 
Early Elections if Political Crisis Prevents Economic 
Recovery™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—lIf the political crisis 
were to prevent economic recovery, the cornerstone of 
the government's strategy would crumble, and [Prime 
Minister] Felipe Gonzalez would consider the possibility 
of calling early elections. This possibility is indeed 
gaining increasing acceptance among the PSOE’s 
{Spanish Socialist Workers Party] leaders in view of the 
critical situation experienced by the peseta in the past 
few days. Nevertheless, at a PSOE leadership meeting 
held last Tuesday, neither Gonzalez nor [PSOE Deputy 
General Secretary] Guerra, nor any of the other 10 
leaders who expressed their views on the political crisis 
caused by the reopening of the GAL [Anti-Terrorist 
Liberation Groups] case, advanced any proposals in this 
direction. The Socialist leadership expressed its convic- 
tion that the economic situation would soon return to 
normal and, as a matter of fact, yesterday the peseta 
entered a stage of relative stability. 


The fact that employment recovery indexes are better 
than forecast by the government and that the public 
deficit is being brought under control are indicators 
encouraging the Socialist leadership to uphold the gov- 
ernment’s continuance in power with a view to taking 
advantage of the international economic upturn. 


Economic recovery is one of key arguments used by the 
prime minister to rule out the holding of early elections, 
as well as Generalitat and CiU [Convergence and Union] 
President Jordi Pujol’s forthright support for Gonzalez’ 
government. 


The great challenge faced by the government is to 
prevent the political crisis from spilling over into the 
economy, which would result in a collapse of the peseta. 


Last Tuesday Economy and Finance Minister Pedro 
Solbes entered the field in an attempt to reassure a 
troubled stock market, while yesterday it was Industry 
and Energy Minister Juan Manuel Eguiagaray’s turn to 
do the same. Eguiagaray said that “the political climate 
is somewhat tense, but there 1s no reason to be concerned 
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about any aspects [of the economy] which may be related 
to political instability.” The minister repeated the gov- 
ernment’s main argument: “We must resolutely take 
advantage of opportunities in 1995 to ensure recovery 
results in the creation of more wealth and more jobs.” 


Mendez Is Trustful 


Carmen Parra reports that yesterday UGT [General 
Union of Workers] General Secretary Candido Mendez 
argued for the government's continuance in power and 
expressed his belief that Felipe Gonzalez had spoken the 
truth when he said the government was not involved in 
setting up and organizing the GAL. The UGT's leader 
added that “the political situation is so sersitive that the 
unions are reluctant to fuel the crisis.” 


Recovery has practically become the government's sole 
argument in favor of continuance, given that its second 
argument, that is, the need to clear up the cases of 
corruption by working from the top, an argument which 
was advanced, in particular, during the May crisis 
resulting from the Roldan and Rubio scandals, has now 
lost credibility. The reopening of the GAL case, added to 
the devastating aftermath of previous scandals, make it 
very difficult for the government to find time to fulfil its 
promise of a “clean-up.” 


In his speech to the PSOE leadership last Tuesday [10 
January}, Gonzalez was very serious and forceful in 
upholding the government's strategy, including the 
defense of the rule of law, the denial of the government's 
involvement in the GAL, the need to presume the 
imprisoned counterterrorist officials innocent in the 
absence of any proof to the contrary, and the need to 
ensure the government's continuance in power. He was 
backed by PSOE Deputy General Secretary Alfonso 
Guerra. Likewise, the main Socialist “families” closed 
ranks around Gonzalez in the face of a political crisis 
which affects them all equally. 


One exception was Socialist Left [IS], the sole current 
within the party to be in favor of early elections. Deputy 
and IS Leader Manuel de la Rocha argued for early 
elections because “Gonzalez did not fulfil the 6 June 
elections’ commitment to put an end to corruption. Events 
are proving that an enormous burden from the past pre- 
vents this. It not only prevents the government from taking 
off, but even from steering any course whatsoever,” De la 
Rocha added. In conclusion, De la Rocha argued for “an 
orderly retreat, not a precipitous one.” 


SPAIN 21 


In line with Felipe Gonzalez’ strategy to base his govern- 
ment’s continuance on economic recovery, at next Fri- 
day’s cabinet meeting Economy and Finance Minister 
Pedro Solbes will submit a proposal to audit public 
expenditure monthly. In the course of the next few 
cabinet meetings, several structural reforms will be 
tabled, such as those concerning insurance laws and 
professional associations. 


Request for Gonzalez To Address Congress 
Rejected 


LD1201172995 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1600 GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Felipe Gonzalez will not have to 
appear in the Congress of Deputies to give explanations 
about the GAL [Anti-terrorist Liberation Groups] case. 
The chamber’s Standing Committee decided by 23 votes 
against to 20 in favor of rejecting the initiative to this 
end tabled by the United Left and the Mixed Group. The 
socialists and the Catalan and Basque nationalists voted 
against. 


Government Rejects Opposition’s Call for 
Elections 


LD1301103395 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1000 GMT 13 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Popular Party |°P] President 
Jose Maria Aznar’s proposal to the varicus political 
groups to put forward a censure motion with the promise 
of subsequently calling general elections has been 
rejected by the government and the majority of parlia- 
mentary forces. 


Minister Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba accused the PP of 
attempting to destabilize the economy by insisting on 
bringing forward elections. Uniied Left Organization 
Secretary Mariano Santiso said his coalition will never 
support a Popular Party government program and 
Basque Nationalist Party spokesman in the Congress, 
Inaki Anasagasti, wonders why the proposal was made 
since the Popular Party knows it does not have the 
necessary support. Socialist Juan Pedro Hernandez 
Molto said the proposal is incoherent and is a parliamen- 
tary trick. Convergence and Union Deputy Jordi Casas 
said his group will continue to support the government 
as long as it can tackle the economic situation and 
Canarian Coalition Spokesman in the Congress, Lorenzo 
Olarte, described Aznar’s proposal as political fraud, 
adding that he will not dare to table one. 
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Denmark 


Internal Feud in SDP, Liberal Party Over 
Refugees 


95P20340A Copenhagen BERLINGKSE TIDENDE in 
Danish 24 Dec 94 p 4 


(“News Analysis” article by Louise Fleischer and Lotte 
Mejlhede: “Liberal Party Hit by Refuge: Boomerang™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Bosnian refugees are cre- 
ating dissension in the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 
They are also doing this within the Liberal Party. But the 
dissension will probably never become nearly the same 
political hot potato for the Liberal Party as it is for the 
Social Democrats. The Liberals are more used to rifts in 
the public eye. And so it is always more pleasant when 
the dissidents are “clever.” 


For months the Liberal Party has used the issue against 
the Social Democrats as follows: that [Prime Minister] 
Poul [Nyrup Rasmussen] and his people at Christians- 
borg cannot reach agreement with their mayors on 
refugee policy. 


Liberals have utilized and exploited it when leading SDP 
mayors such as Thorkild Simonsen, Per Madsen, and 
Kjeld Rasmussen had a public falling out with the SDP 
top leadership. And when the television news has been 
full of painful stories of Socialist Party-controlied 
municipalities refusing to accept a single more refugee. 


But now the Liberals are themselves affected. Only with 
the problem in reverse. A host of Liberal Part_ mcyors 
are now deeply divided with the Folketing caucus over 
the party's policy regarding Bosnians. The mayors 
believe it is “intolerable” when the Folketing delegation 
wants the 18,000 Bosnians to live on temporary resi- 
dence permits for still another year. The mayors want 
instead—just as does the Government—to speed up the 
processing of asylum applications, and many say straight 
out that the former Yugosilavs should be given perma- 
nent residence status. 


This dissension in the immigration area 1s not new in the 
Liberal Party. It has been simmering for a long time: the 
fight between the more open minded Liberals and the 
more rabid, who are demanding significant tightening in 
the immigration legislation. 

Aiready at the party congress last year in September 
there were signs of a refugee internal battle royal in the 
Liberal Party, but party chairman Uffe Ellemann-Jensen 
was able to avert this with a thundering speech from the 
congress podium chair. 


Ellemann warned against the insidious racism and called 
upon all Liberals to stamp it out when encountering it in 
the form of “smart remarks” in polite society. 


This resulted in his defeating those in the party wanting 
tougher immigration laws. The Korsor-Slagelse circle, 
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which *.ad agreed on a resolution proposal on a series of 
measures tightening up immigration law, instantly with- 
drew the proposal. 


Theze is great disagreement regarding immigration 
issues also within the Liberal Party's Folketing caucus. 
At Christiansborg it is recognized that there are diver- 
gent views between the party’s immigration policy 
spokesman Birthe Ronn Hornbech and citizenship rights 
spokcsman Inge Dahl-Sorensen. While the latter is a 
woman who writes furious letters to the editor against 
the Moslems’ “forced marriages,” “polygamy,” “ ‘illegal 
slaughtering methods,” and “circumcision of women,” 
Hornbech and many of her party colleagues in the 
Folketing are more nuanced in their stand. 


This disagreement became glaringly clear when on 
Friday [23 Dec] the Folketing, in its last week before 
Christmas break, was to vote on granting Danish citizen- 
ship to 900 aliens. 


Citizenship spokesman Dahl-Sorensen had on that same 
‘day asserted in the press that the Liberals would vote 
against it, because the citizenship applicants list had not 
been purged of criminal elements. 


But Dahl-Sorensen had spoke only on her own behalf. 
Mayor and Folkcting member Peter Brixtofte became so 
furious that at the party caucus meeting he, together with 
a couple of others, threatened to vote “for.” The result 
was that the entire Folketing group pushed the yellow 
button to vote “abstain.” 


This split over immigration policy—and most recently 
on the Bosnia rssue—thus resembles to a great extent the 
split found in the SDP, and for which the Liberals have 
scolded Nyrup. But the difference in positions will 
probably never become the same problem for the Lib- 
erals as it is for the SDP. Political science professor Lars 
Bille of Copenhagen University thinks that the Liberals 
are better at handling rifts than is the SDP. 


“There is simply a difference in the methods according 
to which a party operates. In the Liberal Party, a greater 
place is given to self-determination in the local party 
districts, and therefore it is not experienced as dramati- 
cally when internal disagreement is seen,” he says. 


“In the Social Democratic Party, in contrast, they have 
built up the idea of ‘outward unity makes strength’ for 
decades,” continues Bille. 


He also asserts that it will always be more pleasant for a 
party leadership to deal with a disagreement in which the 
dissidents are “too clever” to get involved in confronta- 
tions while holding the assumption that their stand is not 
sufficiently tough. 


“It is clear that things go worse when the SDP mayors 
say they cannot carry out the party's policy, than when 
the Liberal mayors say they can do more than they had 
originally been prepared to do,” says Bille. 
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Large Increase in Farm Exports to East Europe 
95P20335A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 28 Dec 94 p lil 1 


{Article by Henrik Tuchsen: “Agricultural Adventure in 
East”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] New figures from the year's first 
nine months show a large increase in export of agricul- 
tural products to East Europe. For the pork industry, 
1994 was the year which saw the amount of meat 
exported to East Europe reach roughly equal the amount 
sold to Japan. 


In 1994, the Da.ish meat industry got a foothold in East 
Europe, which in just two years has developed into a 
huge market, attaining a jimension equal to Japan, now 
in decline as a buyer. 


This appears in an exports outlook survey from the 
Danish Slaughterers’ Organization, which forecasts that 
most East European countries, except for Poland, will 
have another year of declining meat production also in 
1995, and thereby a greater import need. 


For the most part it is exports of pork and canned meat 
to Russia and Poland which comprise this export adven- 
ture in East E=rope. 


Actual export figures for the year’s first nine months 
from the Farmers Association (Landbrugsraadet) show 
marked increases, but Danish Slaughterers spokesman 
Karsten Flemin is confident enough to dare a forecast for 
the entire year’s export. 


He reports that exports to Russia by the end of 1994 will 
end up amounting to around 65,000 tons of meat, 
corresponding to an export value of 800 million kroner, 
compared with 443 million kroner preceding year. 


Exports to Poland in 1994 will comprise 55,000-60,000 
tons of meat, corresponding to an export value of 550 
million kroner, compared with 210 million kroner in 
1993. 


“East Europe has become a very large market—and very 
quickly. In the second half of 1993, exports began to nse 
in earnest. In 1992, exports were just minimal,” said 
Flemin. 


He adds that exports must be seen in context with the 
EU having had a surplus of pork, so that relatively jow 
prices prevailed, making exports to East European coun- 
ines possible. 

“Without this export activity, the prices for pork in the 
EU would have been still lower than what has been the 
case in 1994,” he said. 


The export figures of the Farmers’ Association for the 
first nine months of 1994 show that total agricultural 
exports to East Europe, including the former Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia, rose from 991 million kroner to 
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1.6 billhhon kroner during the same period—following a 


large drop in grain exports and the largest-ever advance 
for meat products. 


Sweden 


Nygren on Role as Coordination Minister 


95SENO0044A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 17 Nov 94 p 13 


[Interview with Coordination Minister Jan Nygren, by 
Sigfrid Leijyonhufvud at government headquarters; date 
not given: “Jan Nygren Guarding Carisson’s Door, No 
Trips for the Coordination Minister, Budget Work Being 
Run From Rosenbad”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Two to three weeks before the 
election, it was clear to the Social Democratic “landing 
force” that there would not be a coalition government in 
the wake of a likely victory. 


So said Coordination Minister Jan Nygren in an inter- 
view with SVENSKA DAGBLADET from Rosenbad. 


“But there would not have been any problem because 
two tracks of planning were going on at the same time. It 
would just have been a matter of dusting off old ways of 
thinking,” added the 44-year-old former undersecretary 
and manager [speaking] in shirtsleeves as he received 
[his visitor] in a little room of his own on the seventh 
floor of Rosenbad, the government office building. 


The size of the room gave no indication of Nygren’s 
relative importance in the well-guarded corridors of the 
prime minister's office. The vast area almost directly 
opposite, though, does; it was formerly occupied by Carl 
Bildt’s press secretary Lars Christianssor ut is now 
being painted and refurnished for the coordination min- 
ister’s use. 


Multiyear Planning 


Nygren is quite secretive about the multi-year planning 
prior to “the landing” in October. Indeed he was part of 
the staff. Maybe not as far back as 1992, when former 
Deputy Prime Minister Odd Engstrom was given the 
assignment by party chairman Ingvar Carlsson. But 
certainly during the phase which followed Engstrom’s 
resignation from the post as the Social Democratic 
Riksdag group's deputy chairmanship in September 
1992. 


Nygren himself names no names and is fairly secretive 
about the assignment. But he was part of a secret group 
together with, among other people, the present industry 
mirister Sten Heckscher, Carlsson’s former undersecre- 
tary Kjell Larsson, and Nygren’s present undersecretary 
Nils-Gunnar Billinger. As far back as before Christmas 
of 1992 the group handed in its first reports to the party 
chairman. 
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One of the most important of those reports dealt with 
planning for a possible future coalition government with 
the Liberal Party. That was the reriod Nygren calls phase 
one. 


“The reason I was a member then was of course that I 
had experience from the time I was an undersecretary. 
But from the very start I conceived of the job as an 
attempt to line up structures. It wasn’t policies so much 
that were discussed but rather the functions of govern- 
ment headquarters. That was how we could discuss in 
peace and quiet when no change of government was 
underway. We discussed the way ministries were divided 
up, for example. There was no thought given to putting 
off ihat discussion until six months before the elction.” 


“Then we went into phase two. What has come to be 
called the landing group, headed by Allan Larsson.” 


Nonsocialists Commended 


[Leijonhufvud] Did you view the nonsocialists’ arrange- 
ment as a warning signal? 


[Nygren] No, there was probably something to be learned 
from it. Since there were four parties, they naturally 
faced other conditions, but there was nevertheless still 
one idea in their arrangements that was worth working 
with, he said, acknowledging the nonsocialists in a way 
that others in the landing group would scarcely do. That 
idea had to do with the relationship between the Finance 
Ministry and the Cabinet Office. 


“For many ministries the budget became simply a 
marker you passed en route to Bildt’s undersecretary 
Peter Egardt, who decided issues,” said someone who 
was part of the process and was not as generous in his 
assessment as Nygren. 


The fact remains that the way matters stand at present is 
different from what they were with the four-party coali- 
tion government but it is also different from earlier 
Social Democratic governments. In somewhat simplified 
terms, pressure on the prime minister is relieved by 
having a substitute for foreign activities (Mona Sahlin) 
and one on the home front, who is Jan Nygren. 


“Now there is continuous communication among the 
three of us and not least between Mona and me,” he says, 
nodding down the corridor where at the moment the 
deputy prime minister is gloating over the Supreme 
Court’s decision finding the magazine SVENSKA HUS- 
TLER guilty of maliciously slandering her and others. 


“There isn’t a lot of moving about here. That was indeed 
the point about setting things up so there would be a 
coordination minister available to deal with a number of 
issues that the prime minister would otherwise have had 
on his plate and which nevertheless are not the sort of 
thing that must go to the prime minister. Here I have a 
mandate from him.” 


Nygren also has regular contacts with both Finance 
Minister Goran Persson and Riksdag group leader Sven 
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Hulterstrom. For the Riksdag group, Nygren is the 
“assembling point” to the prime minister. 


“There will probably be fewer issues than were dealt with 
by the former government’s coordination offices. They 
looked after everything whereas we want to dig into only 
what is a problem.” 


[Leijonhufvud] Don’t some turf battles easily erupt 
between the coordination and the finance ministers? 


{[Nygren}] No, and you deal with those by having good 
relations with the finance ministers and his undersecre- 
taries. 


With the new framework budget for each minister, the 
coordination minister and his staff are involved from the 
start of the budger process. 


“The Finance Ministry does its job and reports on the 
framework to us before it gets sent on to the various 
ministries,” Nygren said. 


In this way the Cabinet Office can step in early on if it 
sees that problems might arise at the next step. 


“The timetables have been under extraordinary pressure 
in the wake of the national referendum,” he said. That 
they pulled it off nevertheless Nygren partly attributes to 
the new structure. 


{Leijonhufvud] When you constructed this model, did 
you at the time understand that you would become the 
coordination minister? 


[Nygren] Since I basically have been very hesitant about 
taking on this type of job, it didn’t enter my thinking. 
That sounds strange, but that’s the way it was. 


[Leijonhufvud] Did you hesitate because of personal 
reasons? 


Nygren is divorced and has a 13-year-old son who lives 
with him. 


[Nygren] One or the other set of his grandparents is 
nearby. Besides, for part of his life I have really been 
absent. Even if things are better for me than for a lot of 
other people, I still think you cannot replace a father 
with anyone else. And now we live together. The clothes 
have to be washed and ironed and food has to be put on 
the table. No one but me does that. 


Does Not Want To Be Away 
{Leijonhufvud] But doesn’t he make his own bed? 


“He takes care of that by not making his bed,” laughs 
father Nygren, who is not prepared to go home and 
spend time away [from his son] on the telephone or at the 
computer. 


He has not been able to live up to all of these good 
intentions during this initial hectic period but things 
should get better. 
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[Leijonhufvud] There are now many who are talking of 
you as a future party chairman. 


[Nygren] That is highly flattering, but that’s the only 
thing I have to say about that. Sure, there is a highly 
developed culture in this movement about how you deal 
with such debates. You laugh obligingly and say it is nice 
but nothing else. 


“But when you have been in this system as an undersec- 
retary then it is also awfully clear to you what the 
underside looks like, and that becomes clearer and 
clearer the older you get,” Jan Nygren says, laughing so 
obligingly that we understand the interview is over this 
time around. 


Government Weighs Stricter Immigration Policy 


95SENOOS6B Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 24 Nov 94 p 11 


[Article by Bitte Hammargren: “Stricter Refugee Policy 
Considered” } 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Leif Blomberg wants to know if 
immigration can be more adapted to the economy. 


Consider whether immigration to Sweden can be more 
strictly controlled and more adapted to the national 
economy. 


These ideas were presented by Immigration Minister 
Leif Blomberg in his new directive to the Immigration 
and Refugee Policy Commission, which has been 
working since the fall of 1993 and has now been divided 
into two paris. 


The refugee policy study will be shifted into higher gear. 


Blomberg wants to have a proposal for a new refugee 
policy as early as next spring. The idea is that in this way 
the Riksdag will have a bill to decide on in the fall of 
1995. 


Blomberg has requested a review of who will have an 
“unconditional right to asylum” in Sweden. 
Strong Grounds for Asylum 


At the same time he wants to review other grounds for 
issuing residence permits. 
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A decisive question will be how to define the concept of 
humanitarian grounds and what is meant by the pro- 
posed “strong grounds for asylum” if the Alien Act's 
refugee-like grounds and the conscientious objector 
paragraph are eliminated. 


The link between immigration and the economy is a 
controversial question. 


Blomberg wants to investigate whether state authorities 
can introduce planning limits for immigration “with 
reference to the economic situation.” 


This part of the directive reminds one of a request from 
the head >! the Immigration Bureau, Berit Rollen, to 
introduce quotas for relatives of emigrants, among 
others. 


“A person who is granted asylum in Sweden has a right 
to bring his nuclear family here. But for other groups, we 
may begin to apply quotas on immigration by relatives,” 
said Rune Backlund of the Center Party, one of the 
commission members who is also on the executive 
committee of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Board. 


Clearer Connection 


The immigration minister also wants a clearer connec- 
tion between refugee policy and aid policy. 


“The new directives are more clear-cut on the issue,” 
Backlund said. 


“It is a very good formulation,” was the opinion of the 
Conservative member of the commission, Gustaf von 
Essen. 


One question the commission members will have to 
wrestle with is the big cities’ demand to be excused from 
assuming such a large part of the refugee burden. The 
crucial question is whether refugees with financial means 
can be forced to keep on living in sparsely-populated 
districts during their introductory period in Sweden. 


A Conflict 


“This involves the conflict between people’s own initia- 
tive and the dreams of local planners,” von Essen said. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 




















26 CYPRUS 


Government ‘Satisfied’ With Paris EU Talks 


NC1201175995 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 
12 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Cyprus Government is sat- 
isfied with the contacts that Foreign Minister Alekos 
Mikhailidhis and Greek Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ioannis Kranidhiotis have held with the French presi- 
dency of the European Union [EU]. Government 
spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said that he had a tele- 
phone conversation with Mr. Mikhailidhis who, after his 
contacts in Paris, believes that there is political will by 
the French side for a positive arrangement of the Greek 
veto issue against the customs union with Turkey and he 
added that what Cyprus expects from the EU is a clear 
meeting for the accession talks. 


Mr. Kasoulidhis further noted that on the part of the 
French there was understanding for the positions of the 
Greek and Cypriot sides. Kasoulidhis stressed: The prep- 
aration of a plan for a pre-accession strategy, which 
would bring Cyprus closer to the EU, was also discussed 
at the meeting between Mr. Mikhailidhis and his French 
counterpart, Alain Juppe. They also discussed the 
Cyprus issue at length and exchanged views on the ways 
in which the EU could contribute to removing the 
deadlock. 


Mr. Mikhailidhis met with Greek Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Ioannis Kranidhiotis in Paris this morning to 
appraise the results of their separate meetings yesterday 
with the French presidency. Mr. Mikhailidhis will leave 
Paris for London and tomorrow he will begin an official 
visit to Iran at the invitation of Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati. 
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Russian Firm Smuggling Arms to Chechnya Via 
Cyprus 

NC1201144695 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
12 Jan 95 p 1 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Russian Embassy in 
Cyprus is to investigate claims that a Russian offshore 
company based here was engaged in gun-running to 
war-torn Chechnya. 


The reports in yesterday’s Cyprus Financial Mirror, 
referring to anonymous diplomatic and police sources, 
said the breakaway government of Dzhokhar Dudayev 
in Chechnya was receiving illegal arms, the shipment of 
which was masterminded by the Cyprus-based company. 


Specifically, the report says, the manager of the company 
arranged for two shipments of pistols type LJE-70 from 
Idzhevsk Mechanical plant in Russia on November 29 
and December 2. 


Although the destination of the pistols was given as 
Cyprus, the shipment by air was diverted to the capital of 
the Chechen republic of Groznyy and sold at interna- 
tional prices. 


A third consignment was reportedly arranged to include 
more than 3,000 pieces of military hardware to be loaded 
on an Antonov AN12 plane again for Cyprus. 


However, this time the Russian authorities stepped in 
and arrested the company manager, the reports said. It 
also says the company will face additional charges of 
setting up an offshore entity in Cyprus without clearance 
from the Russian Central Bank. 


Yesterday officials from the Central Bank, and the police 
as well as the Russian Embassy said they were aware of 
the case. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-009 
13 January 1995 


Ciller Urged Not To Extend Aid to North Cyprus 


NC1101174095 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
7 Jan 95 p 12 


[Report by Huseyin Alkan: “TRNC Conveys a Shocking 
Letter to Prime Minister Ciller”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The TRNC [Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus] Businessmen’s Association has issued 
a statement urging Turkey not to give economic aid to 
the TRNC. The statement was issued when TRNC 
Prime Minister Hakki Atun, Deputy Prime Minister 
Ozker Ozgur, and Finance Minister Onur Borman were 
in Ankara to ask for economic aid. The Turkish Embassy 
in the TRNC conveyed the statement to Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller yesterday. It said that Turkey’s aid created 
a distorted economic structure in the TRNC. 


The statement was entitled as “Open Letter to Prime 
Minister Ciller.” It outlined the harm Turkey’s aid has 
done to the administration in north Cyprus and 
described the TRNC as one of Turkey’s public economic 
enterprises. 


Urging Ciller to spare some time to study the situation in 
the TRNC, the statement said: “Prime Minister Ciller, 
please spare some time to study the situation in the 
TRNC, which has turned into a public economic enter- 
prise. You will not be able to resolve our problems by 
only hearing the arguments of those who are responsible 
for the problems in north Cyprus.” 


The statement outlined the following views: 


1. The monthly salaries of most of the employees in 
Turkey are less than $100. However, the monthly sala- 
ries of the employees in the TRNC total $300-$400. 
Furthermore, they enjoy many benefits. Our association 
is grieved by the fact that Turkey makes a significant 
sacrifice to provide aid to the TRNC under the existing 
conditions. Meanwhile, our association is disappointed 
by the fact that Turkey's aid prolongs the existence of 
TRNC’s distorted economic structure. 


2. The bureaucracy and the politicians in Turkey, who 
claim to “support the national cause,” are to blame for 
the distorted economic structure. They have created an 
ailing structure through Turkey's aid. 


3. The state and bureaucratic mechanisms have grown in 
the TRNC as a result of Turkey's aid. Meanwhile, the 
private sector has been crushed. 


4. Turkey's aid has encouraged the people to become 
consumers instead of making an effort to become pro- 
ducers. 


5. Thanks to the local cadres, Turkey's aid to the TRNC 
is either channeled to consumption or placed at the 
disposal of Turkish companies. That state of affairs 
obstructs the development of the private sector in north 
Cyprus. 
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6. TRNC’s economy has become dependent on Turkey's 
aid. Consequently, we have been forced to ask for more 
aid every day. 


7. The Turkish Cypriot people do not produce anything 
at the present time. Consequently, the community has 
lost the strong morale and self-confidence it had prior to 
1974. In view of that, our people cannot be ready for the 
conclusion of an agreement for peace, an agreement 
which will contribute toward the interests of Turkey and 
the TRNC. 


8. We urge you to consider the depletion of Turkey's 
resources and the harm done to the TRNC when you 
decide to extend aid to north Cyprus. 


Ecevit Urges Turkey To Give More Help to 
TRNC 


NC1201133595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 4 Jan 95 pp A4-A5 


[“Exclusive” interview with Bulent Ecevit, leader of the 
Democratic Left Party, DSP, by Ilnur Cevik, Rasit 
Gurdilek, Semih Idiz, and Hayri Birler; place, date not 
given] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted on Ecevit’s 
comments on foreign policy issues) TDN [TURKISH 
DAILY NEWS]—You are one of the people with best 
authority on Cyprus. It is reported that Turkey will be 
facing some very strong pressures concerning Cyprus. 
Furthermore there are the issues of the Greek use of the 
dispute to block Turkey’s EC bid and the question of 
Greek Cyprus’ admission to the EU. 


Ecevit—True. If the Southern Cyprus is taken as a 
member to the EU, the latter will also demand the 
inclusion of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) as part of the Greek Cyprus because it does not 
recognize the Turkish Cypriot state. If the TRNC accepts 
that, its links to Turkey will be severed and it will come 
fully under the influence of the Greek Cypriot adminis- 
tration, and since the southern Cyprus will in effect be 
united with Greece, it (the TRNC) will also become a 
part of Greece in form. 


Of course, this has great drawbacks both for the TRNC 
and Turkey. If, on the other hand, it rejects the call, then, 
it will face even heavier economic and political pres- 
sures. That's why I have been making a suggestion for 
some time as you know. This proposal, in effect, involves 
the sanctioning of the actual situation. 


If you ask me, the TRNC should officiaily become an 
autonomous republic of Turkey. A state attached to 
Turkey in its foreign relations and defense, but otherwise 
totally free in the conduct of its domestic affairs, a state 
with its own parliament and government. The current 
situation is not different from this. There are several 
successful examples for this in the world. The Channel 
Islands which have a similar arrangement with Britain. 
The autonomous state of Faroes Islands having such 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 

















28 TURKEY 


arrangement with Denmark. So no one can come and say 
“from where do you get such ideas?” 


I think such a step should be taken before the southern 
Cyprus is taken into the EU. For in case of delay, Turkey 
and the TRNC will not only confront Greece, but the 
whole EU. It will be as if it is trying to break something 
off the EU. That's why I urge a timely taking of this step. 
Otherwise, it will be extremely difficult to take it. 


If this step is taken, won't it invite extra pressures on 
Turkey? On the face of it, it will. But these pressures will 
be transitory. Because in reality Cyprus is not a real issue 
for the world. 


In the time of bipolarity, Cyprus was strategically very 
important both for the Western world and the Soviet 
Union. You would remember that it was even called an 
unsinkable aircraft carrier. But now no such situation 
exists. The external world is using this Cyprus problem 
just because of the efforts of the Greek lobby, and partly 
to keep Turkey under pressure. It is making use of our 
inability to inform the world public. In contrast, Greece 
and Greek Cypriots are trying to turn even the most 
irrelevant international gatherings into platforms con- 
cerning Cyprus. But Turkey neglects making its voice 
heard. 


Today, even in the democratic counties following the 
international developments most closely, there are hun- 
dreds of millions of people who have no idea of the 
tragedies lived in Cyprus during the Christmas of 1963. 
But not knowing this fact is not their fault. This all due 
to Turkey's negligence. For some reason, Turkey is still 
not informing the world public about the dangers that 
would follow from Cyprus’ coming under the Greek 
Cypriot dominance once again. 


Meanwhile, another unforgivable omission concerns the 
fact that the TRNC has still not been made self-sufficient 
in generating electrical power. In this both Turkey and 
the TRNC are at fault. No one thought that getting free 
electricity from the Greek Cypriots will eventually have 
a price, and now the Greek Cypriots are exploiting this 
dependency to the full. Because of the power cuts, as long 
as 18 hours a day, the already weakened economy has 
tottered completely. The production has stopped and 
tourism is almost fully blocked. Turkey is still dragging 
its feet in building an electrical power plant there. 


Recently during our meeting with the President (Suley- 
man Demirel) I told him my concerns about this. To 
learn that he shared them was a consolation for me. Mr. 
Demirel said he had warned the government verbally 
several times, and in writing in the end. I asked him his 
permission to make this public and he granted it. I did 
that, but it is very difficult to get into the agenda of our 
media. Only a TV station and a newspaper carried that 
briefly. 


Whereas in fact this is a very important issue. Apart 
from this a shortage in fuel has also occurred together 
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with the electricity cuts. The neglect on Turkey's part in 
this context brings this question to mind: Is it that the 
Turkish government wants the Turkish Cypriots to get 
really fed up and come to an agreement with the Greek 
Cypriots at whatever cost? The population of the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus is 173,000. 


In other words judged against the scale of Turkey this is 
the population of a small country. If Turkey wanted, it 
could help this small population even under today’s 
conditions of economic crisis, and enable it to attain a 
degree of welfare. Let alone anything else, there are also 
very rational means from the economic point of doing 
this. First of all the economy of the TRNC has to be 
attached to a plan. As it was we had established such a 
planning unit after the 1974 operation. This was 
neglected later. 


Now let me give you a concrete example of how insuffi- 
cient Turkey's relations with the TRNC are. Alongside 
all the state ministers in Turkey there 1s also one who is 
responsible with Cyprus and he may or may not have any 
experts to help him. This minister assumes his job and 
may or may not go to Cyprus once, and just as he is 
getting to a point to taking in the atmosphere concerning 
Cyprus he is taken from his job and replaced by someone 
else. If 1 am not mistaken in the period that the DYP- 
SHP [True Path Party-Social Democratic Populist Party] 
coalition has been in power this minister has changed at 
least three times. This minister may not be well 
informed. But if a well informed economic organization 
with powers is set up it would be in a position to much 
better evaluate the contributions that Turkey can make. 


[Ecevit continues] I think these steps have to be rapidly 
taken. Firstly the relationship of autonomy and secondly 
the starting with the question of electricity, solving the 
problems of the Turkish Cypriot economy. 


There are also very successful Turkish Cypriot busi- 
nessmen in Great Britain, in the United States and in 
some European countries. They would no doubt want to 
invest in their own homeland. But any investor, when he 
is going to invest in some place he wants to see the future 
of that place to be a little secure whereas the uncertainty 
in the TRNC continues today. In this even the entrepre- 
neurial Turkish Cypriots are reluctant to get involved in 
industrial investments in their own homeland. Espe- 
cially when the events that have confronted Asil Nadir, 
who I think has shown great courage, has made it even 
more difficult to take the necessary risks. 


Because of this I think it ts absolutely necessary for 
Turkey to give the necessary guarantees in terms of the 
future to the Turkish Cypriots, and, in doing this, to 
make a national call to all the Turkish Cypriot busi- 
nessmen around the world. 


TDN—Some of our Turkish Cypriot friends say that 
their problem is in fact with all the infrastructure diffi- 
culties that northern Cyprus is importing from Turkey in 
terms of the economy, bureaucracy, cheap labour migra- 
tion and so on. 
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Ecevit—You are nght. Turkey has made great mistakes 
in this respect. After the peace operation in 1974 we 
urged that only technical personnel that the Turkish 
Cypriot economy needed go there. But in the years that 
followed people without any expertise and who were in 
financially difficult situations here were encouraged to 
go. In this way the need for technical personne! could not 
be met and this also caused friction as cultural disparities 
Started appearing. Turkey's problems started to be 
reflected there also. 


Since the immediate aftermath of the peace operation I 
have been telling the Turkish Cypriots two things: Take 
everything that you want from Turkey but don’t take its 
bureaucracy and its democracy. But unfortunately the 
shortcomings of our bureaucracy have been more than 
reflected there now. 


As far as democracy is concerned thank God, but of 
course regretfully from Turkey's point of view, they have 
a better and working democracy. | do not feel any 
concern anymore from the point of view of their political 
regime. But in terms of their economy Turkey has to 
definitely do what it must without further delay. 


Apart from this it would be dangerous to even submit the 
question about the autonomous relationship to a refer- 
endum before the people of the TRNC can see the end of 
the tunnel from the economic point of view. In other 
worlds they have to come to a position of looking on the 
future with hope from the economic perspective and 
then the question of the autonomous relationship with 
Turkey should be submitted to the people. If Turkey 
should loose its gains in Cyprus it will be subject to a loss 
of prestige in the world that is not imaginable today. 


TDN—The west has always seen Denktas as the cause 
preventing the conclusion of a settlement in Cyprus. But 
he is now saying he is leaving and will not be around 
after April. What do you make of this situation? 


Ecevit—Now in the first instance I am absolutely not of 
the opinion that Mr. Denktas’ position is a rigid one. 
Because what the Turkish Cypriots suffered in the past is 
known, as is the fact that they would be in a situation 
which is as bad as, and perhaps worse than, the Bosnian 
Muslims today if the peace operation had not taken 
place. 


Mr. Denktas, as an experienced statesman, is a person 
who knows ai! of this and therefore takes his steps very 
carefully. I think the unfortunate thing about the TRNC 
is this: For a population of only 173,000 a president 
together as well as prime minister is an unnecessary 
luxury. | am opposed to a presidential system in Turkey 
but I think such a system was necessary for the TRNC. 


There was an inclination towards this among the Turkish 
Cypriots, but Mr. Denktas, with the best intentions, 
prevented this in order that he should not end up with 
excessive powers. But what has been the result of this. 
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Mr. Denktas has ended becoming a super-foreign min- 
ister. He has become someone who has nothing to do 
with domestic affairs but who is held responsible for 
everything. He has found himself in a situation where he 
can not prevent the unfavorable developments in the 
TRNC. 


When these unfavorable developments reached an explo- 
sive point he wanted to put his weight in politics but was 
met with reaction. I think all this has left him fed-up, and 
| think Turkey’s uncertain position was also bothering 
him greatly, so because of this I think he has taken his 
decision to leave the presidency. 


But I believe that if a presidential system was introduced 
in the TRNC today the means of convincing Mr. Den- 
ktas to stay on would be found. When I visited Cyprus a 
few weeks ago I met with representatives of various 
groups, as you know there are many NGO's (Nongov- 
ernmental Organizations) there, and I brought this sub- 
ject up for the first time there. Without an exception they 
all said it would be very good and that there may be a 
way of convincing Mr. Denktas to stay on in his job if 
such a system was introduced. As it is Mr. Denktas has 
also started to defend the presidential system recently. 


— Order Delay Highlights Human Rights 
ssue 


95P20361 


{[FBIS Media Note] The Turkish daily MILLIYET pub- 
lished three articles on 29 December reflecting concern 
over the implications of continued delay in licensing the 
sale of U.S CBU-87 cluster bombs to Turkey. Inter- 
viewed for an article filed from Washington, Turkish 
Ambassador Nuzhet Kandemir placed the issue in the 
larger framework of the “virtually universal” Western 
preoccupation with human nghts. He acknowledged that 
the claims of human rights violations are an important 
problem for Turkey, according to the article. He said that 
the U.S administrations tendency to concentrate on 
domestic problems and leave the initiative in foreign 
policy to Congress has made it “more difficult” for the 
administration to offer a “balance” against “unfair crit- 
icism” of Turkey coming from Congress. He added that 
the United States “will not abandon Turkey” but that 
“ups and downs” in relations between two countries 
occur “from time to time.” 


The sale of cluster bombs to Turkey is caught in a U.S 
“interdepartmental controversy,” according to an article 
compiled by the MILLIYET foreign news desk. The U.S. 
State Department continues to announce that “no deci- 
sion has been made yet,” but its stance has reportedly 
become stronger against Turkey following a Turkish 
court’s conviction of former members of parliament on 
charges of seditious acts. The U.S Department of 
Defense was said to place high value on strategic coop- 
eration with Turkey and to favor the sale. The White 
House was described as testing the waters in Congress, 
preferring to wait rather than bring up matters that 
might invite a reaction. 
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In his “Commentary” column, Sami Kohen referred to 
the letter sent by the Human Rights Watch to U‘S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher protesting the 
cluster bomb sale and to the State Department's 
response that no decision had been made yet. The 
increasingly negative attitude in the United States 
toward the human mghts situation in Turkey could reach 
the point where arms sales to Ankara will be banned, 
Kohen wrote. “Today cluster bombs, tomorrow other 
weapons. Who knows what Congress may decide?” he 
asked. Turkish-U.S. relations could deteriorate as a 
result of these human rights considerations, creating a 
crisis between Ankara and Washington. 
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Kohen noted that pressure on the administration comes 
not just from human rights organizations but involves 
the press, Congress, and even various cabinet depart- 
ments. He noted that these developments in the United 
States coincide with decisions that are detrimental to 
Turkey by international organizations such as the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) and the European Parliament. Kohen 
concluded by hoping that the U.S. Administration will 
not be pressured by Congress to take measures that are 
“unfriendly” to Turkey, but he also warned that Turks 
“must act on human riglits matters with more sensitivity 
and intelligence.” 
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